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(* = stand as you are able; LBW = Lutheran Book of Worship-green book; 

 + = hymn requests; WOV = With One Voice Hymnal-blue book) 

 

 GATHERING 
 

Prelude                                                                                                                                     

Welcome                                                                                                                       Parish News 
 

* Entrance Hymn                            Hallelujah! Jesus Lives!                                          LBW 147 

* Invocation and Dialog                       Holy is the Lord . . .                                               pg. 126 

* The Apostles’ Creed                                                                                                         pg. 128 

* Canticle                                        Te Deum (You are God . . . )                                        pg. 138                          

 

First Prayer:  (7th Century Gelasian) 

O God, by the humiliation of your Son / you raised up this fallen world.  Teach us whom 

you have rescued from endless death / to have the fullness of eternal joy.  Through the same 

Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord.  He lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Musical Offering                                                                                                          (St.M/Evan) 

 

WORD 
 

First Lesson: Acts 2:14a, 36-41    
A lesson from Acts:  

    But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them... [36] “Therefore let 

the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, 

this Jesus whom you crucified."  

    [37] Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to the other 

apostles, "Brothers, what should we do?" [38] Peter said to them, "Repent, and be baptized every 

one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. [39] For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are 

far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him." [40] And he testified with many other 

arguments and exhorted them, saying, "Save yourselves from this corrupt generation." [41] So 

those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were 

added.  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 

 

 

Psalmody: Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
I love the Lord, because he has heard 

        my voice and my / supplications.*  

Because he inclined his ear to me, 

        therefore I will call on him as long / as I live.  

The snares of death en- / compassed me;* 

        the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 

        I suffered dis- / tress and anguish.  

Then I called on the name of the Lord: 

        "O Lord, I pray, / save my life!"* 

     What shall I return to the Lord for all his boun- / ty to me? I will lift up the cup / of 

salvation* 

        and call on the name / of the Lord,  

I will pay my vows / to the Lord* 

        in the presence of / all his people.  

Precious in the sight / of the Lord* 

        is the death of his / faithful ones.  

O Lord, I am your servant; 

        I am your servant, the child of your / serving girl.* 

        You have / loosed my bonds.  

I will offer to you a thanksgiving / sacrifice* 

        and call on the name / of the Lord.  

I will pay my vows / to the Lord* 

        in the presence of / all his people,  

in the courts of the house of the Lord, 

        in your midst, O Je- / rusalem.*      / Praise the Lord! 

Glory to the Father, and / to the Son,* and to the /  

 Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginn- / ing, is now,* and will be forev- / er.  

 Amen. 

 

Second Lesson: 1 Peter 1:17-23     
A lesson from 1st Peter:  

    If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their deeds, live 

in reverent fear during the time of your exile. [18] You know that you were ransomed from the 

futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things like silver or gold, [19] but 

with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish. [20] He was 

destined before the foundation of the world, but was revealed at the end of the ages for your 



sake. [21] Through him you have come to trust in God, who raised him from the dead and gave 

him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.  

 

    [22] Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you have 

genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. [23] You have been born anew, not 

of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and enduring word of God.  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

* Gospel Acclamation                    Halle, Halle, Halle                                         WOV 612 

 

Holy Gospel:  Luke 24:13-35      Glory to you, O Lord. 
    Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 

from Jerusalem, [14] and talking with each other about all these things that had happened. [15] 

While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, [16] but 

their eyes were kept from recognizing him. [17] And he said to them, "What are you discussing 

with each other while you walk along?" They stood still, looking sad. [18] Then one of them, 

whose name was Cleopas, answered him, "Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not 

know the things that have taken place there in these days?" [19] He asked them, "What things?" 

They replied, "The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word 

before God and all the people, [20] and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 

condemned to death and crucified him. [21] But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem 

Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. [22] 

Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 

[23] and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they had indeed 

seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. [24] Some of those who were with us went to 

the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him." [25] Then he said to 

them, "Oh, how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 

declared! [26] Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter 

into his glory?" [27] Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the 

things about himself in all the scriptures.  

    [28] As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were 

going on. [29] But they urged him strongly, saying, "Stay with us, because it is almost evening 

and the day is now nearly over." So he went in to stay with them. [30] When he was at the table 

with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. [31] Then their eyes were 

opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. [32] They said to each other, 

"Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was 

opening the scriptures to us?" [33] That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and 

they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. [34] They were saying, "The Lord 

has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!" [35] Then they told what had happened on the 

road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.    The Gospel of 

the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 



 

 

* Gospel Response                 Peace, to Sooth Our Bitter Woes                         LBW 338 (st. 2) 

 

Children’s Sermon/Homily                                                             Pastor Paul Messner (A/St.M) 

ELCA Deacon Sandy Shear (E/St.J) 

 

* Hymn of the Day                    Up From the Grave He Arose                                               Insert 

 

RESPONSE 

 

* Sharing of the Peace of the Lord                                                                                       
Offering                                                                                                                                 pg. 129 

Musical Offering                                                                                                                     (A) 

* Offertory Give Thanks With a Grateful Heart                                       Last Page                                            

  

* Offertory Prayer:                                                                                                           pg. 87-88 

Gracious Father,  free us from our hopeless dreams / by enlisting us as partners in your gracious 

will.  Receive our offerings as investments in your work / that we may share in your certain 

victory.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

* Prayers of the Church                                                                                                pg. 129/ 52 

 

First Intercession: 

Eternal Father, we worship you for your promises which gave hope to your people of old. You 

have brought these to fulfillment in the life, death and resurrection of your son Jesus. Still, you 

did not merely give us your Word, but make yourself and your promise of the kingdom real by 

way of the gift of the "breaking of bread". May we come more and more to recognize this 

presence and rejoice in its power. 

  

Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                       pg. 130 

 

 

SENDING 
* Benediction                                                                                                                        pg. 130 

* Recessional Hymn                   The Strife Is ‘Or, the Battle Done                                 LBW 135 

Dismissal Go in Peace, Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

 + + + 

 

 



Weekly Worship Practice:  
When the Gospel is read from the center aisle, please feel free to turn and face the reader. In 

this way we enact the Gospel (the Good News of Jesus Christ) being the center of our lives.  

 

Serving Today Atonement Evangelical St. Matthew 

Comm. Asst. 

Asst. Minister 

Lector 

Cantor 

*Altar Care 

Ushers/Greeters 

Coffee Hour 

Acolyte 

Sound System 

Bell Ringer 

Church Cleaner 

 

 

Christine Brown 

Christine Brown 

Christine Brown 

Dennis Sherrill 

Chris Brown 

 

 

Esther H. 

 

Ilse S. & Dorotrhy L 

Hazzards 

 

 

Lane 

 

 

Dave 

Dave Forbes 

 

 

 

Martha Circle-B 

 
 

 

Hahns 

 

+ + + 

 

 

 

+OCLP+ 

We welcome Pastor John Priest to lead worship at St. Matthew and Atonement.  

Next Sunday Pastor Jim Crouthamel will lead worship at Evangelical and St. John’s.  

 

+ + + 

 

 

Readings Through This Week 

 

See website: https://www.otsegocountylutheranparish.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

+Prayers of the Church+ 

 

(Please take this prayer list home and use with your personal devotion time) 

 

+Atonement+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Joan Lambiaso, Richard Laitsch 

(John’s brother), John Laitsch, Rebecca Pollack (Joan Carman), Juan Perez (D. Sherrill), 

Bridgette Shepardson (Thompson), Barbara Richardson (Denise), Patsy (H. Byrnes), Ken Nye 

(S. Dana), Linda Czernak (P. Serra-Lima), Stan Whitmore (C. Brown), Lewis Sherrill (D. 

Sherrill), Brian Sherrill (D. Sherrill), Jeremy Sorese (C. Heaney), Evelyn Hamilton 

(Lehenbauer), Beth Gilmore (Pudelka), Virginia Pudelka, Paula Holleran (Mansbach), Sandy 

Shear, Gary and Mary Williams (S. Dana), Joan Carman, Elizabeth Robinson (Messner), Rene 

Prins (Roper), Tony and Thoranne Winkler 

 

For senior and/or homebound members and friends: Doug & Barbara Gee 

 

For young adult: Sam Herion 

 

 

+Evangelical+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Kathi Yule (C. Butts), Yvonne 

Cornell, Dan Barrows (John and Pam Miller), Alex Reynolds (C. Butts), Marilyn Urbiss (Burda), 

Shannon Mahoney (J. Boyd), Roz Winne (C. Butts), Janet Underwood (Burda), Amy Beuchler 

(Linsenbardt), Bob Hazelton (C. Butts), Joyce Boyd (C. Lane), Karen Ingraham (C. Butts), 

Gloria Hendricks 

 

For senior and/or homebound members and friends: Lee Campbell 

 

For Young Adult: Eric Burda 

 

 

+St. Matthew+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Robert Evans, Scott Forbes, Tina 

Keator, Sherrie Roy (Lawyer), Maureen VerPlanck (Parsons), Laura Emmet (Lawyer) , Peg 

Hughes (Janet B.), Lynn Benekin (Forbes), Barbara Gesile (Lapp), Dave Van Dusen (Forbes), 

Bart Bonney, Wyatt Greenleaf, Tennison (T. Wood), Gina Pywar, Erika Baker-Heinegg, Michele 

Tolen (T. Wood), Melissa McLaughlin (S. Eggers), Charles Hulbert, Triston (Hahn), Gabrielle 



Bush, Adam Pierce (Forbes), Doris Schlee (R. Nelson), Priscilla Galbreth (Hulbert), Marissa 

Struckle, Rose Nelson, Patty Hulbert, and Chayse Winslow 

 

For senior and/or homebound members and friends: Patty Rotolo 

 

For Young Adult: Marissa Struckle 

 

+Beyond the Parish+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Nancy Saxton Miller (Mansbach), 

Jackie Hesse (Lawyer), Rosemary Pepe (Eggers), Dorothy Fernandez, (Eggers), Dick 

Armstrong, David Brenner (Former Oneonta Mayor), Sue Haney, Mary Jane Bianchine (Pr. 

Paul), Senator James Seward, Warren Robinson (Messner), Carleen Roberts (Messner), Ameen 

Aswad (Jail Ministry) 

 

For those preparing for marriage: Marcus Hudson & Natalia Lewitinn 

 

For those preparing for childbirth: Meghan Greenleaf & Graham Henry  

 

For those in the military, law enforcement and emergency services: Mark Head (Worcester) 

NYS Troopers 

 

In the Foothills Conference: Online ministries of our congregations. (Websites, etc. and those 

who build and maintain them.) 

 

National/ International Concerns: People of China, Iran, Afghanistan, Israel and Palestine; our 

country during this time of deep division 

 

Natural and Man-Made Disasters: Those impacted by the coronavirus, and those struggling 

with social isolation 

 

+Blessed are the Dead+ 

Who Die in the Lord 

 

+Marie Barbato+ 

(Keith Genova’s Aunt) 

 

+Joanne Truman+ 

 

 

 



 

 

+ Parish News and Notes + 

 

+Easter 3 3/22 

Cleopas and an un-named disciple (Luke?) meet Jesus on the road, as they flee potential arrest 

and persecution in Jerusalem following Jesus' public and brutal execution. But they do not 

"recognize" Him until...He breaks bread with them.  In that familiar gesture their eyes are 

opened. They return to Jerusalem immediately, and discover Simon Peter, in addition the women 

witnesses,  who also have seen Him. Jesus' words on the road (tongue in cheek?) have come true! 

(Gospel).  "Repent, believe, be baptized!" Peter's exhortation (sermon!), "cuts to the heart" and 

3000 are baptized!  The community of believers grows exponentially! (1st lesson). Christians are 

perpetual exiles in this life. Our true home is in eternity with God, the eternal Father, who raised 

Jesus from the dead. But while we are still exiles here, we have been "born anew" and are to 

"love one another deeply" (2d lesson). 

 

Attendance & Offering Statistics 

 

Date Atonement Evangelical St. Matthew 

3/15/2020    

** ($1,290) ($705) ($1,309) 

3/18/2020    

** Needed to meet weekly expenses 

 

+ OCLP + 

 

Offerings are still needed for our bills and staff compensation. Please mail or drop off to your 

church. 

 

+ THIS WEEK + 

 

+Today: Third Sunday of Easter 

 

All activities in abeyance during this time of the coronavirus.  

Call or email Pr. Paul with any needs, concerns, or ideas. 

Check our Facebook page, YouTube, and website for online worship and other information. 

 

+++ 

 

 

 



 

+ Thought of the Week + 
 

I asked God for strength, that I might achieve. 

I was make weak, that I might learn to obey. 

I asked for health, that I might do greater things. 

I was given infirmity that I might do better things. 

I asked for riches, that I might be happy. 

I was given poverty, that I might be wise. 

I asked for power, that I might have earthly praise. 

I was given weakness that I might feel the need of God.  

I asked for all things that I might enjoy life, 

I was given life that I might enjoy all things. 

I got nothing that I asked for, but all I hoped for. 

I am among all people, most richly blessed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



All baptized Christians are welcome to God's Table of Grace. All the baptized may commune 

in the OCLP with no age restriction. Those who commune in their home parishes are welcome to 

commune; those not yet communing of any age and for any reason may come forward to receive 

a verbal blessing. Indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest. Baptized children may 

begin communing after parents have consulted with Pastor. The Lutheran Church believes, 

teaches and confesses that in, with and through the elements of bread and wine, Our Lord gives 

us His true body and blood for the forgiveness of our sin and the salvation of our lives. Anyone 

who has a legitimate impediment to receiving either element of the meal may receive in one kind 

only (bread or wine) and trust the Lord's grace that they are receiving full communion. Members, 

please fill out a “Voice From the Pew” folder to record your communion at least once a year. 

This is a constitutional requirement to determine our "Active" Voting membership roster.  Thank 

You. 

 

In the OCLP We Practice The "Reserved Sacrament". When laity “preside” at Holy 

Communion, they will use elements (bread and wine) previously consecrated by Pr. Paul at a 

prior worship service. Reserved elements are kept in an ambry for subsequent use in worship and 

distribution to the sick and shut-ins.  

 

Otsego Country Lutheran Parish 

Lutheran Church of the Atonement, Oneonta, NY 

Leslie Bauer: Organist 

Barbara Loitsch: Choir Director 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Hartwick Seminary, NY 

Donna Brown: Organist 

St. John Lutheran Church, West Burlington, NY 

Tessa Hecker, and Ethel Mills: Accompanists 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Laurens, NY 

Janet Brown: Organist 

Parish Office: One Center Street, Oneonta, NY 

Tel: 607-432-6852  E-mail: OCLP_NY@outlook.com 

Interim Office Manager: Kenneth Sliviak 

Pastor: Paul R. Messner, 607-287-4534 

prpaul_theoinst@hotmail.com 

(texting is often the most effective way to reach pastor) 

 
http://facebook.com/oclpny/ 

https://www.otsegocountylutheranparish.com 

mailto:prpaul_theoinst@hotmail.com
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