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(* = stand as you are able; LBW = Lutheran Book of Worship-green book; 

 + = hymn requests; WOV = With One Voice Hymnal-blue book) 

 

 GATHERING 
 

Prelude                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Welcome & Parish News 

 

* Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness                                                                    pg. 77 

* Apostolic Greeting                                                                                                              pg. 78 

Hymn of Praise:                                This is the Feast                                                           pg. 81 

 

First Prayer:  (Swedish Psalmbok, 1639) 

Lord God, rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit, that while keeping 

the end of things in mind, we may be stirred up to holiness in this life / and come to be with 

you forever in that life to come, through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord.  He lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

First Lesson:  Zeph. 1:7, 12-18   A lesson from Zephaniah: 

    Be silent before the Lord God! 

        For the day of the Lord is at hand; 

    the Lord has prepared a sacrifice, 

        he has consecrated his guests.  

     [12] At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps, 

        and I will punish the people 

    who rest complacently on their dregs, 

        those who say in their hearts, 

    "The Lord will not do good, 

        nor will he do harm."  

    [13] Their wealth shall be plundered, 

        and their houses laid waste. 

    Though they build houses, 

        they shall not inhabit them; 

    though they plant vineyards, 

        they shall not drink wine from them. 

    [14] The great day of the Lord is near, 

        near and hastening fast; 

    the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter, 

        the warrior cries aloud there.  

    [15] That day will be a day of wrath, 



        a day of distress and anguish, 

    a day of ruin and devastation, 

        a day of darkness and gloom, 

    a day of clouds and thick darkness,  

        [16] a day of trumpet blast and battle cry 

    against the fortified cities 

        and against the lofty battlements. 

    [17] I will bring such distress upon people 

        that they shall walk like the blind; 

        because they have sinned against the Lord, 

    their blood shall be poured out like dust, 

        and their flesh like dung.  

    [18] Neither their silver nor their gold 

        will be able to save them 

        on the day of the Lord's wrath; 

    in the fire of his passion 

        the whole earth shall be consumed; 

    for a full, a terrible end 

        he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.     

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalmody: 90:1-8, 12     (Tones: single – 32; double – 9) 

Lord, you have been our / dwelling place*   in all / generations.  

    Before the mountains were brought forth, 

        or ever you had formed the earth / and the world,* 

        from everlasting to everlasting / you are God. 

    You turn us / back to dust,* 

        and say, "Turn / back, you mortals."  

    For a thousand years in your sight 

        are like yesterday when / it is past,* 

        or like a watch / in the night. 

    You sweep them away; they are / like a dream,* 

        like grass that is renewed / in the morning;  

    in the morning it flourishes and / is renewed;* 

        in the evening it / fades and withers. 

    For we are consumed / by your anger;* 

        by your wrath we are / overwhelmed.  

    You have set our iniquities / before you,* 

        our secret sins in the light / of your countenance. 
    So teach us to / count our days* 

        that we may gain / a wise heart. 



Glory to the Father, and / to the Son,* and to the / Holy  

 Spirit;      

as it was in the begin- / ning, is now,* and will be forev- / er.    

 Amen.  

 

Second Lesson:  1 Thes. 5:1-11 A lesson from First Thessalonians: 

     Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to have 

anything written to you. [2] For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord will 

come like a thief in the night. [3] When they say, "There is peace and security," then sudden 

destruction will come upon them, as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be 

no escape! [4] But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; [5] 

for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of darkness. [6] 

So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober; [7] for those who 

sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk get drunk at night. [8] But since we belong to the 

day, let us be sober, and put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of 

salvation. [9] For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, [10] who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. 

[11] Therefore encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.          

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

* Alleluia Verse                                                                                                             pg. 83 

 

Holy Gospel:  Matthew 25:14-30     Glory to you, O Lord. 
    "For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to 

them; [15] to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 

ability. Then he went away. [16] The one who had received the five talents went off at once and 

traded with them, and made five more talents. [17] In the same way, the one who had the two 

talents made two more talents. [18] But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug 

a hole in the ground and hid his master's money. [19] After a long time the master of those slaves 

came and settled accounts with them. [20] Then the one who had received the five talents came 

forward, bringing five more talents, saying, 'Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I 

have made five more talents.' [21] His master said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy 

slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter 

into the joy of your master.' [22] And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, 

'Master, you handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.' [23] His master 

said to him, 'Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I 

will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.' [24] Then the one who 

had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 'Master, I knew that you were a harsh 

man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter seed; [25] so I was 

afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.' [26] But his 

master replied, 'You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did not sow, 



and gather where I did not scatter? [27] Then you ought to have invested my money with the 

bankers, and on my return I would have received what was my own with interest. [28] So take 

the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten talents. [29] For to all those who have, 

more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even 

what they have will be taken away. [30] As for this worthless slave, throw him into the outer 

darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'    

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Sermon/Homily                                                       Pastor Paul Messner (Evan/ St. J)   

                                                                                              Pastor Jim Crouthamel (St. M/ Atone)                      

 

* Hymn of the Day                     The Day Is Surely Drawing Near                               LBW #321 

 

RESPONSE 

 

* Apostles’ Creed                                                                                                                   pg. 84  

* Prayers of the Church                                                                                                        pg. 85 

The Blessing of the Harvest                                                                                      last two pages 

 

First Intercession: 

Eternal Father, our hearts have been excited by your promise and the good news of salvation. We 

eagerly await the gift of living in your presence when Christ returns for us. However, since you 

have given us responsibilities with sufficient corresponding talents, bless us with diligence in our 

work while there still is time. 

     

* Sharing of the Peace of the Lord                                                                                     pg. 86 

 

Offering                                                                                                                                 pg. 86 

* Offertory Let the Vineyards                                                   pg.  86  

 

* Offertory Prayer:                                                                                                          pg. 87-88 

O God of time and timelessness, we thrill to think of offerings you will help us make in heaven / 

when we celebrate your love in Christ.  Inspire us in these rehearsals of that heavenly service / 

with a foretaste of the perfect song we shall there rejoice to sing.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

MEAL 
* Great Thanksgiving/Dialog                                                                                                pg. 88 

Preface & Sanctus                                  Holy, Holy, Holy                                                    pg. 89 

 

* Eucharistic Prayer & Lord’s Prayer                                                         



 

Agnus Dei                                                Lamb of God                                                           pg. 92                                                                    

 

Distribution                                                                                                     LBW# 554, 324, 409 

 

* Post Communion Blessing & Canticle      Thank the Lord                                                pg. 92 

 

* Post-Communion Prayer:                                                                                                  pg. 94 

O Lord, we came to celebrate your cross and immortality by sharing in this bread and wine, 

through which you gave us your very body and blood.  May it point us from our world of death 

to being raised to live by grace in glory. You are the Lord forevermore.  Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 
* Benediction                                                                                                                          pg. 94 

Dismissal Go in Peace, Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

  

 

+Pentecost 24  11/15 

God is a thief who comes unannounced. God is like labor pains - which precede new life entering 

the world. God comes when He chooses so that we may be hopeful (Lesson). God gives gifts. 

Use them.  Consequences come too(Gospel). 

 

Weekly Worship Practice: 
When hymns have more than 3 or 4 stanzas we often employ a "varied singing" approach, so that 

not all stanzas are sung by everyone. This can be fun and helps us to hear and "sing" hymns 

differently (even when we're not singing but listening as we follow the text-the story- the poetry 

of the hymn). Singing in this antiphonal way (men/women; organ side/pulpit side, etc.) helps us 

to hear a hymn in a new way. When we are asked to sing in "harmony" most of us will sing the 

melody tune, but others the alto, tenor and bass parts so we have a nice 4 part harmony. If you 

have internet access, Google "singing with Lutherans" by Garrison Keillor to re-Iearn why we 

are often called "The Singing Church" 

 

In the OCLP We Practice The "Reserved Sacrament". When laity “preside” at Holy 

Communion, they will use sacramental elements (bread and wine) previously consecrated by Pr. 

Paul at a prior worship service. Reserved elements are kept in an ambry for subsequent use in 

worship and distribution to the sick and shut-ins.  

 

 

 



 

All baptized Christians are welcome to God's Table of Grace. All the baptized may commune 

in the OCLP with no age restriction. Those who commune in their home parishes are welcome to 

commune; those not yet communing of any age and for any reason may come forward to receive 

a verbal blessing. Indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest. Baptized children may 

begin communing after parents have consulted with Pastor. The Lutheran Church believes, 

teaches and confesses that in, with and through the elements of bread and wine, Our Lord gives 

us His true body and blood for the forgiveness of our sin and the salvation of our lives. Anyone 

who has a legitimate impediment to receiving either element of the meal may receive in one kind 

only (bread or wine) and trust the Lord's grace that they are receiving full communion. Members, 

please fill out a “Voice From the Pew” folder to record your communion at least once a year. 

This is a constitutional requirement to determine our "Active" Voting membership roster.  Thank 

You. 

 

 

Serving Today Atonement Evangelical St. Matthew 

Comm. Asst. 

Asst. Minister 

Lector 

Cantor 

*Altar Care 

Ushers/Greeters 

Coffee Hour 

Acolyte/ Crucifer 

Sound System 

Bell Ringer 

Church Cleaner 

 

 

 

 

Christine Brown 

 

 

Emerson Riley 

 

 

Len P 

 

Cindy L & Joyce 

 

 

Max Pelcer 

Sliviak 

 

Deb Lawyer 

 

 

 

 

 

Alicia Stevens 

 

 

 

 

+ + + 

+OCLP+ 

+ We welcome Pastor Jim Crouthamel to lead worship at Atonement and St. Matthew 

+ Next Sunday Sandy Shear will lead worship at Evangelical and St. John 

 

+Thanks to all who have continued faithfully to send in offerings to each congregation. All bills 

are current! As our churches re-open more folks will be leaving their offering at the door! If you 

are not yet able to come, please continue to mail them in. Thanks! 

 

+ + + 

 

 

 



 

Readings Through This Week 

 

See website: https://www.otsegocountylutheranparish.com 

 

 

+Prayers of the Church+ 

 

(Please take this prayer list home and use with your personal devotion time) 

 

+Atonement+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Joan Lambiaso, Richard Laitsch 

(John’s brother), John Laitsch, Rebecca Pollack (Joan Carman), Juan Perez (D. Sherrill), 

Bridgette Shepardson (Thompson), Barbara Richardson (Denise), Patsy (H. Byrnes), Ken Nye 

(S. Dana), Linda Czernak (P. Serra-Lima), Stan Whitmore (C. Brown), Jeremy Sorese (C. 

Heaney), Evelyn Hamilton (Lehenbauer), Beth Gilmore (Pudelka), Virginia Pudelka, Rene Prins 

(Roper), Tony and Thoranne Winkler, Thomas Mendez, Bill Heaney, Allison Heaney, Heather 

Byrnes, Charlotte Grant, Barbara Gee, Grace & Chuck Dietzman, Barbara Loitsch, Rebekah 

Hopkins (Messner) 

 

For senior and/ or homebound members and friends: Winnie Lehenbauer 

 

For young adult: Evan Heaney 

 

 

+Evangelical+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Kathi Yule (C. Butts), Yvonne 

Cornell, Dan Barrows (John and Pam Miller), Alex Reynolds (C. Butts), Marilyn Urbiss (Burda), 

Roz Winne (C. Butts), Janet Underwood (Burda), Bob Hazelton (C. Butts), Karen Ingraham (C. 

Butts), Gloria Hendricks, Mary Peterson, Susan Howard, John Miller, Tad Mahoney, and 

Roxanna Sliviak 

 

For senior and/ or homebound members and friends: Yvonne Cornell 

 

For Young Adult: Blake Rinell 

 

 

 

 



+St. Matthew+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Scott Forbes, Tina Keator, Sherrie 

Roy (Lawyer), Laura Emmet (Lawyer) , Peg Hughes (Janet B.), Lynn Benekin (Forbes), Barbara 

Gesile (Lapp),  Tennison (T. Wood), Gina Pywar, Erika Baker-Heinegg, Michele Tolen (T. 

Wood), Melissa McLaughlin (S. Eggers), Triston (Hahn), Priscilla Galbreth (Hulbert), Kelly Ives 

(Wood), Cathy Walsh (Stevens), Ginny Ganio, Jill Baumann (Ellie’s granddaughter following an 

amputation), Mary Hartmann (Nelson), Kent Hoyt Jr. (Ganio), Vincent Spataro, Owen Basher 

(Marsh), Bev Lapp, Linda Peeters (Forbes), Rennie Brown (Janet), Ellie Bauman, Gery “Spike” 

Dibble (Wood), Jeff Hahn, Kathy Parsons, Dennis Frado, Jason Hahn(following a stroke) 

 

For senior and/ or homebound members and friends: Bev Lapp 

 

For Young Adult: Matt Struckle 

 

 

+Beyond the Parish+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Nancy Saxton Miller (Mansbach), 

Jackie Hesse (Lawyer), Rosemary Pepe (Eggers), Dorothy Fernandez, (Eggers), Dick 

Armstrong, David Brenner (Former Oneonta Mayor), Sue Haney, Warren Robinson (Messner), 

Julie Steinmueller (Sandy Shear), Hilary Elf (Messner), Rachel Fisher (Messner), Dean Clarke 

(Pr. Sharon Rankins-Burd, Fly Creek United Methodist Church), Pr Colleen Quirion (Shear), 

Upstate NY Synod Bishop the Rev. John Macholz 

 

For those celebrating marriage: Marcus Hudson & Natalia Lewitinn 

 

For those preparing for childbirth: Stephanie & Scott Lehenbauer 

 

For those in the military, law enforcement and emergency services: all Veterans 

 

In the Foothills Conference: For the people of Zion Lutheran Church, Cobleskill, following a 

fire. Pastor Joe Perdue and the people of First Baptist Church, Cooperstown; Fr. Dane Boston 

and the people of Christ Church, Cooperstown as both pastors have been called to new 

ministries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



National/ International Concerns: People of Hong Kong, China; the Uigher (“we-ger”) 

Muslims, Christians, Buddhists, and other faith communities of China under persecution by the 

Chinese government; our country following our nationwide elections, for peace and 

reconciliation. Austria & France following terrorist attacks; Armenia and Azerbaijan engaged in 

warfare,  & Ethiopia engaged in civil strife. 

 

Natural and Man-Made Disasters: Victims of the coronavirus, and those struggling with social  

isolation. For medical researchers, pharmaceutical companies, hospital workers, and all medical 

professionals. Victims of drought and famine. 

 

 

+Blessed are the Dead+ 

Who Die in the Lord 

 

Gene Daley 

(All Saints Commemoration) 

 

+ Parish News and Notes + 

 

+A special welcome to all visitors, friends and guests.  

Please fill out a Voice from the Pew folder and sign our Guest Book. Please include your 

complete mailing, e-mail address, and phone number. If you are new to the community or are 

looking for a Church Home, please let us know how we can be of service and consider our 

Christian family your own. 

 

Attendance & Offering Statistics 

 

Date Atonement Evangelical St. Matthew 

11/8 21/ 691 $1920 18 10/ 655 

** ($1,290) ($705) ($1,309) 

11/11    

 

** Needed to meet weekly expenses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+ OCLP + 

+ Thanks to our members and friends worshiping with us. At present, we are using a somewhat 

abbreviated form of the Holy Communion (Setting 2) and the LBW Service of the Word. Our 

four congregations have come to different choices regarding singing of the liturgy, psalmody, 

and hymns for the present. 

 - At Evangelical and St. John we are singing (masks on) 

 - At Atonement we are not singing 

- At St. Matthew we are singing the 1
st
 & 4

th
 Sundays of the month, and not singing on 

the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 Sundays. The 5
th

 Sunday of the month will alternate singing. 

 

 

+'Tis the season...already!  

 

Oneonta High School Dollars for Scholars program again is selling pine wreaths.  Ginny Pudelka 

is ordering (4) wreaths, one for each of Atonement's outer doors. Monies are due by December 

5th, date of wreath pick-up.  Also we plan to purchase a Christmas tree for the sanctuary from 

the Otego tree farm which has provided us with such long-lived, lovely trees these past few 

years.  Should you wish to honor or memorialize a loved one with a donation toward these 

adornments for the Advent and Christmas seasons, simply place a check in the offering plate, 

designating in the Memo section as to which, if any, specific greenery you wish to support. 

Thank you for your continued generosity to our church family!     

 

 

DRIVERS NEEDED - UBER EXPERIENCE NOT REQUIRED! 

 

SATURDAY'S BREAD, the feeding program for area residents ordinarily hosted at the First 

United Methodist Church, is in need of drivers to distribute said meals to folks who are at home 

during the pandemic.  Commitment to assist with this ministry would mean a Saturday morning 

from roughly 9:30 to noon/1:00.  Volunteers are being asked to help bag up the "take away" 

lunches and then drive them to waiting recipients.  Safety precautions, including   no physical 

contact, are in place both for clientele and for drivers.  Nutritional fragility is a very real concern 

in our area plus the absence of visual human contact can dampen the spirit.  Saturday's Bread "on 

the road" reaches out to feed both body and soul!  If you wish more information about helping 

our neighbors as part of this program, speak to Peg Serra-Lima for contact name/phone number.  

THANK YOU.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Help us Help Others . . .  

 

Saint Mary’s Catholic Church sponsors the annual Oneonta community Thanksgiving Dinner 

and due to the pandemic and health concerns this year, the event will be held but with some 

changes for which we need you assistance. The dinner has annually served 600 people, but due 

to the uncertain economic situations many families are experiencing we are expecting an 

increase up to 800 requests this year. 

 

Since no food donations can be accepted this year, we will be relying on monetary donations. 

This will cover the added expense of food, which must be purchased as well as containers for 

take-out and deliveries. Checks made out to Saint Mary’s Catholic Church with the memo 

Thanksgiving can be sent directly to St. Mary’s Catholic Church, Thanksgiving Dinner; 39 

Walnut Street, Oneonta, New York, 13820. 

 

Volunteers for Set-up will be needed Monday November 23
rd

 at 9:00am 

 

Volunteers for food, delivery & takeout preparation, cooking & baking will be needed on  

Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday November 24
th

, 25
th

, & 26
th

 starting at 8:00am and ending at 

4:00pm. 

 

Volunteer drivers will be needed for deliveries on Wednesday November 25
th

 at 1:00pm and 

Thursday November 26
th

 at 10:30am. 

 

The places are yet to be determined and will be conveyed when a person calls to volunteer. 

Volunteers are to bring their own mask and apron if possible. Volunteers need to sign up by 

Monday November 16
th

 2020. A Volunteer can work one or more two hour shift. 

 

Please consider joining us in this endeavor as we strive to bring some normality to people’s lives 

this Thanksgiving Day. Thank you for your consideration, Fr. David Wm. Mickiewicz, Pastor. 

 

For general questions please contact John Korb at: 607 227-0527 or email Geog13@gmail.com 

 

To volunteer please contact MaryAnn Hartmann at: 607 226-1785 (phone or text) or email 

Thanksgivingvolunteer2020@gmail.com 

 

To reserve a dinner, delivered or take out please contact Deb Bruce at 607 433-0356 or email 

oneontathanksgiving@gmail.com by Saturday November 21
st
. Pick up will be at The Lord’s 

Table, 18 Elm Street, Saint James Episcopal Church. This year there will be no in door seated 

service at the Elks Club on Thanksgiving Day. 

 

 

mailto:Geog13@gmail.com
mailto:Thanksgivingvolunteer2020@gmail.com
mailto:oneontathanksgiving@gmail.com


+OCLP 

Please check your mailbox anytime you are in the building. Thanks! 

Remember to sign in for attendance and contact tracing. Thank you 

 

 

+ THIS WEEK + 

 

+Today: Twenty-fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

+Wednesday Services: 

7:30am St. Matthew 

Noon Evangelical 

7:00pm Atonement 

 

Wednesday: Pr. Paul Jail Ministry 2-4pm 

 

Thursday: Foothills Council Ministerium, Johnstown 

9am – Evangelical Council Meeting 

4pm – St. Matthew food distribution 

5pm – St. Matthew Worship and Music Committee Meeting 

 

+ COMING UP + 

 

Evangelical Annual Chicken ‘n’ Biscuit is canceled 

 

10/25 – Wednesday Services with a Thanksgiving emphasis 

10/26 – Thanksgiving Day 

10/29 – 1
st
 Sunday of Advent (New Church Year) 

 

 

+ Thought of the Week + 

 

Envy is counting someone else’s blessings, rather than your own. 

 

- Anonymous  

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

 

 

Otsego Country Lutheran Parish 

Lutheran Church of the Atonement, Oneonta, NY 

John Mushtare: President 

Leslie Bauer: Organist 

Barbara Loitsch: Choir Director 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Hartwick Seminary, NY 

Vernon Lee Sliviak: President 

Donna Brown: Organist 

St. John Lutheran Church, West Burlington, NY 

Paul Hecker: President 

Ethel Mills: Accompanist 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Laurens, NY 

Dave Forbes: President 

Janet Brown: Organist 

Parish Office: One Center Street, Oneonta, NY 

Tel: 607-432-6852  E-mail: OCLP_NY@outlook.com 

Office Manager: Kenneth Sliviak 

Pastor: Paul R. Messner, 607-287-4534 

prpaul_theoinst@hotmail.com 

(texting is often the most effective way to reach pastor) 

 
http://facebook.com/oclpny/ 

http://otsegocountylutheranparish.com 

 

Any news/ announcements/ or other information that you wish to have included in the weekly 

service bulletin should be received by the OCLP office no later than 9am on Thursday. 

Items received after this time cannot be guaranteed to appear in that week’s bulletin. 

mailto:prpaul_theoinst@hotmail.com
http://facebook.com/oclpny/

