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GATHERING 

Prelude                                                                                                      (A) 

Meditation and Prayer 

  

Welcome                                                                                                                       Parish News 

 

*Invocation and Dialogue 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, and his mercy endures forever. 

They cried to the Lord in their trouble, and he delivered them from their distress. 

He sent forth his Word and healed them, and saved them from the grave. 

The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and loving in all his works. 

The Lord upholds all who fall; He lifts up those who are bowed down. 

The Lord sustains them on their sickbed, and ministers to them in their illness. 

The Lord is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, and his mercy endures forever. 

 

* The Apostles’ Creed                                                                                                          

God has made us his people through our Baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and 

hope, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  I believe in Jesus 

Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and was 

born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried. He descended into hell.  

On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the 

Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, and the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Salutation 
The Lord be with you.   And also with you. 

Let us pray 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

First Prayer: (7th Century Gelasian) 

O Lord, mercifully continue to purify and defend your Church. Since she cannot stand 

firmly without your power, govern her always by your grace, through Jesus Christ, your 

Son our Lord.  He lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Musical Offering                                                                                                                (E/St.M) 

 

Psalmody: 26:1-8  (Tones: single – 32; double – 9)     

Vindicate me, O Lord,  for I have walked in my / integrity,* 

        and I have trusted in the Lord without / wavering.  

 Prove me, O Lord, / and try me;* 

        test my / heart and mind.  

 For your steadfast love is be- / fore my eyes,* 

        and I walk in faithful- / ness to you. 

 I do not sit / with the worthless,* 

        nor do I consort with / hypocrites;  

 I hate the company of / evildoers,* 

        and will not sit / with the wicked. 

 I wash my hands in / innocence,* 

        and go around your al- / tar, O Lord,  

 singing aloud a song / of thanksgiving,* 

        and telling all your / wondrous deeds. 

O Lord, I love the house in / which you dwell,* 

        and the place where your glo- / ry abides.  

Glory to the Father, and / to the Son,* and to the / Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginn- / ing, is now,* and will be forev- / er.  Amen.  

 

Lesson: Romans 12:9-21    A lesson from Romans:  

 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; [10] love one another 

with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. [11] Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in 

spirit, serve the Lord. [12] Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. [13] 

Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.  

    [14] Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. [15] Rejoice with those who 

rejoice, weep with those who weep. [16] Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, 

but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. [17] Do not repay anyone 

evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. [18] If it is possible, so far as it 

depends on you, live peaceably with all. [19] Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room 

for the wrath of God; for it is written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." [20] No, 

"if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by 



doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads." [21] Do not be overcome by evil, but 

overcome evil with good.  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

* Gospel Acclamation               Halle, Halle, Hallelujah                                   WOV #612 

 

Holy Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28     Glory to you, O Lord. 
    From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo 

great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the 

third day be raised. [22] And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, "God forbid 

it, Lord! This must never happen to you." [23] But he turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, 

Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but 

on human things."  

    [24] Then Jesus told his disciples, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny 

themselves and take up their cross and follow me. [25] For those who want to save their life will 

lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. [26] For what will it profit them if 

they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?  

    [27] "For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will 

repay everyone for what has been done. [28] Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who 

will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom."    

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

* Gospel Response                               Halle, Halle, Hallelujah                                   WOV #612 

Children's Sermon/Homily                                                          Pr. Paul Messner (St. M/ Atone) 

                                                                                                        Pr. Paul Herpich (Eva/ St. J) 

 

Hymn of the Day                         Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me                            LBW #333 

  

Sharing of the Peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you always.   And also with you. 

 

RESPONSE 

 

* Offertory                    Give Thanks With a Grateful Heart                              Last Page 

 

Offertory Prayer: 

Almighty God,  as you give strength and wisdom for our daily work, preserve us from pride 

when we succeed. And since we give these offerings as  signs that we depend on you, teach us to 

glory only in your love.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

* Prayers of the Church 



 

First Intercession:  

Gracious Father, we value our life because your Son visited it with a taste of your glory. Yet we 

know that you use this life to lead us to a greater glory which we struggle to believe. As you test 

our faith with the opportunity or necessity of sacrifice, may we keep in mind the sacrifice of your 

son, and come to hunger for the life whose glory has no end. 

. 

 

Prayers for Healing and Hope 
Let us pray for all who suffer.   Merciful Lord, you sent your Son to be our peace. Help all who 

suffer pain or grief to find in him strength and peace, so that their trust in your promises may be 

renewed, and that despair may give way to hope; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

Let us pray for recovery from sickness.  Oh God, the strength of the weak and the comfort of 

sufferers: Mercifully hear our prayers on behalf of others whom we name before you now, aloud 

or in silence. . . . Grant to your servants the help of your power, that their sickness may be turned 

into health and our sorrow into joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

Let us pray for those in affliction.  Almighty and everlasting God, comfort of the sad and 

strength to those who suffer: Let the prayers of your children who are in any trouble rise to you. 

To everyone in distress grant mercy, grant relief, grant refreshment; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  Amen.  

 

Let us pray for those who minister in healing.  Almighty God, source of human knowledge and 

skill: Guide physicians and nurses and all those you have called to practice the arts of healing. 

Strengthen them by your life-giving Spirit, that, by their ministries, the health of all people may 

be promoted and your creation may be glorified; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us pray for the ministry of family and friends.  Loving God, our creator and redeemer: Give 

strength and gentleness, patience and faithfulness to family members and friends. Let their hope 

be in you, and by their ministry of love let your love be known; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

Let us pray for those who desire our prayers. Blessed Lord, we ask your loving care and 

protection for those who are sick in body, mind or spirit and who desire our prayers. Take from 

them all fears and help them put their trust in you, that they may feel your strong arms around 

them. Touch them with your renewing love, that they may know wholeness in you and glorify 

your name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us pray for those making decisions.  0 Lord our God, send your Holy Spirit to guide us, that 

we may make our decisions with love, mercy and reverence for your gift of life, especially on 



behalf of those most vulnerable at the beginning and the ending of life in this world; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Praise to you, almighty God and Father. You sent your Son to live among us and to bring us your 

salvation. Blessed be God. 

 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, incomparable Son of the Father. You humbled yourself to share 

in our humanity, and you came to heal all our illnesses.   Blessed be God. 

 

Praise to you, Holy Spirit, our defender and consoler. You heal our sickness with your mighty 

and life-giving power.  Blessed be God. 

 

Holy and blessed Trinity, sustain your servants, whom we have named before you this day, with 

your presence; drive away their sickness of body, mind and spirit; and give them that victory of 

life and peace which enable them to serve you now and evermore. Amen. 

 

Laying on of Hands                                                                                         
Hymns during Laying on of Hands                                                              LBW #738, 731, 734          

 

(Those who wish to receive laying on of hands (and anointing) come to the altar rail 

or the foot of the altar and if conditions permit, kneel. 

 The minister lays hand(s) on each person’s head) 

 

Father in heaven for Jesus’ sake, send your Holy Spirit upon your servant, drive away all 

sickness of body and spirit, make whole that which is broken; deliver him/her from the power of 

evil; and preserve him/her in true faith, to share in the power of Christ’s resurrection and to serve 

you with all the saints now and evermore.   Amen. 

 OR 

I lay my hands upon you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, beseeching him to 

uphold you and fill you with grace, that you may know the healing power of his love. Amen. 

 (After all have returned to their places)  

The almighty Lord-a strong tower to all who put their trust in him, to whom all things in heaven, 

on earth, and under the earth bow and whom they obey-be now and evermore your defense, and 

make you know and feel that the only name under heaven given for health and salvation is the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 Let us pray in unison. 

 

Merciful Lord God, constant source of all healing, we give you thanks for all your gifts of 

strength and life, and above all we thank you for the gift of your Son, through whom we 

have health and salvation. As we wait for that day when there will be no more pain, help us 

by your Holy Spirit to be assured of your power in our lives and to trust in your eternal 



love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 

*Benediction 
The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us.  

The Lord look upon us with favor and give us peace: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 

Dismissal 
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.    Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude                                                                                                    

 Remain to Pray    Depart when you wish. 
 

+++ 

Weekly Worship Practice:  
Don't take a vacation from God this Summer! If the regular time of worship doesn't suit you 

on Summer Sundays consider worshiping at one of the other congregations in our parish (earlier 

or later than your own). Or come on Wednesdays: 7:30 AM-St. Matthew / Noon-

Evangelical/7PM Atonement. Be Faithful to God and His Church!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Serving Today Atonement Evangelical St. Matthew 

Comm. Asst. 

Asst. Minister 

Lector 

Cantor 

*Altar Care 

Ushers/Greeters 

Coffee Hour 

Acolyte 

Sound System 

Bell Ringer 

Church Cleaner 

 

 

 

 

Laura Sherrill 
 

 

Emerson Riley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Max Pelcer 

 

 

 

Jim Crouthamel 

 

 

 

 

 

Kayla Joubert 
 

 

 

 

+OCLP+ 

We welcome Pastor Paul Herpich to lead worship at Evangelical and St. John’s.  

Next Sunday Steve & Marie Gerhardts will lead worship at St. Matthew and Atonement.  

 

+ Readings Through This Week + 

 

See website: https://www.otsegocountylutheranparish.com 

 

+Prayers of the Church+ 

 

(Please take this prayer list home and use with your personal devotion time) 

 

+Atonement+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Joan Lambiaso, Richard Laitsch 

(John’s brother), John Laitsch, Rebecca Pollack (Joan Carman), Juan Perez (D. Sherrill), 

Bridgette Shepardson (Thompson), Barbara Richardson (Denise), Patsy (H. Byrnes), Ken Nye 

(S. Dana), Linda Czernak (P. Serra-Lima), Stan Whitmore (C. Brown), Lewis Sherrill (D. 

Sherrill), Brian Sherrill (D. Sherrill), Jeremy Sorese (C. Heaney), Evelyn Hamilton 

(Lehenbauer), Beth Gilmore (Pudelka), Virginia Pudelka, Paula Holleran (Mansbach), Elizabeth 

Robinson (Messner), Rene Prins (Roper), Tony and Thoranne Winkler, Thomas Mendes, Sam 

Sherrill, Eli England, Bill Heaney, Allison Heaney, and Heather Byrnes 

 

For senior and/ or homebound members and friends: Barbara Ashmore 

 

For young adult: Billy King 

 

 



+Evangelical+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Kathi Yule (C. Butts), Yvonne 

Cornell, Dan Barrows (John and Pam Miller), Alex Reynolds (C. Butts), Marilyn Urbiss (Burda), 

Shannan Mahoney (J. Boyd), Roz Winne (C. Butts), Janet Underwood (Burda), Amy Beuchler 

(Linsenbardt), Bob Hazelton (C. Butts), Joyce Boyd (C. Lane), Karen Ingraham (C. Butts), 

Gloria Hendricks, Mary Peterson, Susan Howard, John Miller, Charlie Hughes, Donna Robinson 

(La Gasse) 

 

For senior and/ or homebound members and friends: Esther & Charlie Hughes 

 

For Young Adult: Alex Reynolds 

 

 

 

+St. Matthew+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Robert Evans, Scott Forbes, Tina 

Keator, Sherrie Roy (Lawyer), Laura Emmet (Lawyer) , Peg Hughes (Janet B.), Lynn Benekin 

(Forbes), Barbara Gesile (Lapp),  Tennison (T. Wood), Gina Pywar, Erika Baker-Heinegg, 

Michele Tolen (T. Wood), Melissa McLaughlin (S. Eggers), Triston (Hahn), Gabrielle Bush, 

Priscilla Galbreth (Hulbert), Kelly Ives (Wood), Cathy Walsh (Stevens), Ginny Ganio, Ivan 

Joubert, Mike Keator, Helmut , Jill Baumann (Ellie’s granddaughter following an amputation), 

Mary Hartmann (Nelson), Kent Hoyt Jr. (Ganio), John Timer, Vincent Spataro, Owen Basher 

(Marsh), Bev Lapp 

 

For senior and/ or homebound members and friends: Joe Rotolo 

 

For Young Adult: Gabrielle Bush 

 

 

 

+Beyond the Parish+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Nancy Saxton Miller (Mansbach), 

Jackie Hesse (Lawyer), Rosemary Pepe (Eggers), Dorothy Fernandez, (Eggers), Dick 

Armstrong, David Brenner (Former Oneonta Mayor), Sue Haney, Warren Robinson (Messner), 

Pr. Ameen Aswad (Jail Ministry), Julie Steinmueller (Sandy Shear), Hilary Elf (Messner), Adam 

Niebanck, John Timer (Garman) 

 

 



 

For those preparing for marriage: Randy Chubbuck & Jen Doloff 

 

For those struggling with infertility issues 
 

For those in the military, law enforcement and emergency services: Will Sherrill, USAF, VA 

 

In the Foothills Conference: Campus ministries especially those in our Conference-Hartwick 

College, SUNY Oneonta, SUNY Delhi, SUNY Cobleskill, Fulton-Montgomery Community 

College 

 

National/ International Concerns: People of Hong Kong, China; the Uigher (“we-ger”) 

Muslims, Christians, Buddhists, and other faith communities of China under persecution by the 

Chinese government, our country during this time of deep division. For school administrators, 

teachers, students, parents, & staff as they make decisions about how best to educate our children 

in the coming school year. 

 

Natural and Man-Made Disasters: Victims of the coronavirus, and those struggling with social 

isolation. For medical researchers, pharmaceutical companies, hospital workers, and all medical 

professionals. Hurricanes in the Gulf of Mexico. 

 

 

+Blessed are the Dead+ 

Who Die in the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

+ Parish News and Notes + 

 

+Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 8/30 

Such hard, difficult words – sound nice but… “bless those who persecute you…be patient in 

suffering…do not repay evil for evil…never avenge yourselves…?  Be good to enemies? 

Overcome evil with good? Is Paul serious? (Lesson).  Poor Peter! How quickly confession turns 

to confusion. From a rock to a patsy for the satanic!  Jesus expects self-denial, and taking up 

one’s cross. No wonder Christianity is hard?  Right? (Gospel). 

 

+A special welcome to all visitors, friends and guests. Please fill out a Voice from the Pew 

folder and sign our Guest Book. Please include your complete mailing, e-mail address, and 

phone number. If you are new to the community or are looking for a Church Home, please let us 

know how we can be of service and consider our Christian family your own. 

 

Attendance & Offering Statistics 

 

Date Atonement Evangelical St. Matthew 

8/23 18/ 492 19/ $825 23/ 477 

** ($1,290) ($705) ($1,309) 

8/26 1/ 77 1 7/ 139 

** Needed to meet weekly expenses 

 

 

+ OCLP + 

 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church Food Bank Ongoing Items Needed 

Macaroni and Cheese 

Pasta 

Pasta Sauce 

Cereal 

Soup 

Peanut Butter 

Jelly/ Jam 

Vegetables 

Fruit 

Tuna (or substitute protein) 

Beans (kidney, black, cannelloni, etc.) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

+Evangelical 

The Upstate NY Synod Women’s Group is collecting School Kit items for use domestically and 

overseas. In the OCLP, the Evangelical Women’s Group are again coordinating this collection. 

The list of items can be found below. If you can collect them, please bring them to your church 

and give them to Pr. Paul or Ilse Seitz. Thank you. 

 

School Kits 

4 – 70-80 sheet notebooks, 5” x 10 ½” (no loose leaf) 

1 – 30cm ruler (can have inches on one side) 

1 – pencil sharpener 

1 -  pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work) 

5 – unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers (secure with rubber band) 

5 – black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink and secure with a rubber band) 

1 -  box of 16 or 24 crayons 

1 -  2 ½” eraser 

1 – sturdy drawstring backpack, style cloth bag, approximately 14” x 17”  with shoulder straps 

(no standard backpack) cotton, canvas, denim, or twill 

 

 

+ THIS WEEK + 

+Today: Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

+ Students returning to area colleges 

+ Mid-week Worship Wednesday 

+ St. Matthew Council 9/3 

 

+ COMING UP+ 

+ Labor Day 9/7 

+ St. John Rummage Sale 9/18-19 

+ Evangelical Rummage Sale 9/11 (9-3), 9/12 (9-5) 

 

+++ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

+ Thanks to our members and friends worshiping with us. At present, we are using a somewhat 

abbreviated form of the Holy Communion (Setting 2) and the LBW Service of the Word. Our 

four congregations have come to different choices regarding singing of the liturgy, psalmody, 

and hymns for the present. 

 - At Evangelical and St. John we are singing (masks on) 

 - At St. Matthew and Atonement we are not singing 

 

 

+ Cartoon of the Week + 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 

All baptized Christians are welcome to God's Table of Grace. All the baptized may commune 

in the OCLP with no age restriction. Those who commune in their home parishes are welcome to 

commune; those not yet communing of any age and for any reason may come forward to receive 

a verbal blessing. Indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest. Baptized children may 

begin communing after parents have consulted with Pastor. The Lutheran Church believes, 

teaches and confesses that in, with and through the elements of bread and wine, Our Lord gives 

us His true body and blood for the forgiveness of our sin and the salvation of our lives. Anyone 

who has a legitimate impediment to receiving either element of the meal may receive in one kind 

only (bread or wine) and trust the Lord's grace that they are receiving full communion. Members, 

please fill out a “Voice From the Pew” folder to record your communion at least once a year. 

This is a constitutional requirement to determine our "Active" Voting membership roster.  Thank 

You. 

 

In the OCLP We Practice The "Reserved Sacrament". When laity “preside” at Holy 

Communion, they will use elements (bread and wine) previously consecrated by Pr. Paul at a 

prior worship service. Reserved elements are kept in an ambry for subsequent use in worship and 

distribution to the sick and shut-ins.  

 

Otsego Country Lutheran Parish 

Lutheran Church of the Atonement, Oneonta, NY 

Leslie Bauer: Organist 

Barbara Loitsch: Choir Director 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Hartwick Seminary, NY 

Donna Brown: Organist 

St. John Lutheran Church, West Burlington, NY 

Tessa Hecker, and Ethel Mills: Accompanists 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Laurens, NY 

Janet Brown: Organist 

Parish Office: One Center Street, Oneonta, NY 

Tel: 607-432-6852  E-mail: OCLP_NY@outlook.com 

Interim Office Manager: Kenneth Sliviak 

Pastor: Paul R. Messner, 607-287-4534 

prpaul_theoinst@hotmail.com 

(texting is often the most effective way to reach pastor) 

 
http://facebook.com/oclpny/ 

http://otsegocountylutheranparish.com 
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