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(* = stand as you are able; LBW = Lutheran Book of Worship-green book; 

 + = hymn requests; WOV = With One Voice Hymnal-blue book) 

 

 GATHERING 
 

Prelude                                                                                                                                   (A)  

Welcome                                                                                                                       Parish News 
 

* Entrance Hymn                 Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia!                       LBW #128 

* Invocation and Dialog              Holy is the Lord, the Almighty                                      pg. 126 

* The Apostles’ Creed                                                                                                         pg. 128 

* Canticle                                        Te Deum (You are God . . . )                                        pg. 138                          

 

First Prayer:  (7th Century Gelasian) 

O God, you shape the minds of the faithful into one will.  May all your people love what 

you propose / and desire what you promise.  Then regardless of the stormy tossing of this 

life, our hearts will come to anchor where true joys are found,  through Jesus Christ, your 

Son our Lord.  He lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Musical Offering                                                                                                          (St.M/Evan) 

 

WORD 
 

First Lesson: Acts 7:55-60    A lesson from Acts:       

But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 

standing at the right hand of God. [56] "Look," he said, "I see the heavens opened and the Son of 

Man standing at the right hand of God!" [57] But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout 

all rushed together against him. [58] Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone 

him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. [59] While they 

were stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." [60] Then he knelt down and 

cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he had said this, he 

died.   

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalmody: 31:1-5, 15-16 
In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; do not let me ever be / put to shame;* 

        in your righteousness de- / liver me.  

Incline your / ear to me;* 

        rescue me / speedily. 

Be a rock of ref- / uge for me,* 

        a strong fort- / ress to save me. 
You are indeed my rock / and my fortress;* 

        for your name's sake lead / me and guide me,  

take me out of the net that is hid- / den for me,* 

        for you / are my refuge.  
Into your hand I com- / mit my spirit;* 

        you have redeemed me, O Lord, / faithful God. 

My times are / in your hand;* 

        deliver me from the hand of my enemies and / persecutors.  
Let your face shine up- / on your servant;* 

        save me in your / steadfast love.  

Glory to the Father, and / to the Son,* and to the / Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginn- / ing, is now,* and will be forev- / er.  Amen. Amen. 

 

Second Lesson: 1 Peter 2:2-10     
A Lesson from First Peter:    

 Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 

salvation-- [3] if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.  

 

    [4] Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God's 

sight, and [5] like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. [6] For it stands 

in scripture:    "See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever 

believes in him will not be put to shame."  

[7] To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe,    "The stone that 

the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner," [8] and "A stone that makes them 

stumble, and a rock that makes them fall."  

 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.     [9] But you are a 

chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order that you may proclaim 

the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  

    [10] Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received 

mercy, but now you have received mercy.  

   The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 



* Gospel Acclamation                    Halle, Halle, Halle                                         WOV 612 

 

Holy Gospel:  John 14:1-14     Glory to you, O Lord. 
    "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. [2] In my Father's 

house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare 

a place for you? [3] And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you 

to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. [4] And you know the way to the place 

where I am going." [5] Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How 

can we know the way?" [6] Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 

comes to the Father except through me. [7] If you know me, you will know my Father also. From 

now on you do know him and have seen him."  

    [8] Philip said to him, "Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied." [9] Jesus said to 

him, "Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has 

seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 'Show us the Father'? [10] Do you not believe 

that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my 

own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. [11] Believe me that I am in the Father 

and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. [12] 

Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, 

will do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. [13] I will do whatever you 

ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. [14] If in my name you ask me 

for anything, I will do it.      

The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

* Gospel Response                            Halle, Halle, Halle                                            WOV 612 

 

Children’s Sermon/Homily                                                                  Pastor Paul Messner 

 

* Hymn of the Day                                  Lord of the Dance                                   Last Two Pages 

 

RESPONSE 

 

* Sharing of the Peace of the Lord                                                                                       
Offering                                                                                                                                pg. 129 

Musical Offering                                                                                                                   (A) 

* Offertory                                   Give Thanks With a Grateful Heart                                   Insert                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

* Offertory Prayer:                                                                                                          pg. 87-88 

Father in heaven, inspire us to bring faithful offerings / and to love and serve you in all your 

creatures. Free us from the idolatry and futility of self / that we may begin to profit through what 

you have begun to do.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

* Prayers of the Church                                                                                                pg. 129/ 52 

 

First Intercession: 

Gracious Father, we thank you for sending your son to show us the way to come to you; he asked 

us simply to believe and trust your love. He made you visible to us by many mighty works. 

Comfort us with your eternal promise by helping us to recognize that you continue your glorious 

work through us. 

  

  

Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                       pg. 130 

 

 

SENDING 
* Benediction                                                                                                                        pg. 130 

* Recessional Hymn               Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing                     LBW #144 

Dismissal Go in Peace, Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

 + + + 

 

 

Weekly Worship Practice:  
When the Gospel is read from the center aisle, please feel free to turn and face the reader. In 

this way we enact the Gospel (the Good News of Jesus Christ) being the center of our lives.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Serving Today Atonement Evangelical St. Matthew 

Comm. Asst. 

Asst. Minister 

Lector 

Cantor 

*Altar Care 

Ushers/Greeters 

Coffee Hour 

Acolyte 

Sound System 

Bell Ringer 

Church Cleaner 

 

 

Ginny Pudelka 

Ginny Pudelka 

 

 

Barb Gee 

 

 

Ilse S. 

Paxton H. 

Cindy L. 

Shirley G. 

 

 

Lane 

 

 

Robin 

Robin Bush 

 

 

 

Martha Circle A 

 
 

 

Lawyer & Crouthamel 

 

+ + + 

 

 

 

+OCLP+ 

 

+ + + 

 

 

Readings Through This Week 

 

See website: https://www.otsegocountylutheranparish.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

+Prayers of the Church+ 

 

(Please take this prayer list home and use with your personal devotion time) 

 

+Atonement+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Joan Lambiaso, Richard Laitsch 

(John’s brother), John Laitsch, Rebecca Pollack (Joan Carman), Juan Perez (D. Sherrill), 

Bridgette Shepardson (Thompson), Barbara Richardson (Denise), Patsy (H. Byrnes), Ken Nye 

(S. Dana), Linda Czernak (P. Serra-Lima), Stan Whitmore (C. Brown), Lewis Sherrill (D. 

Sherrill), Brian Sherrill (D. Sherrill), Jeremy Sorese (C. Heaney), Evelyn Hamilton 

(Lehenbauer), Beth Gilmore (Pudelka), Virginia Pudelka, Paula Holleran (Mansbach), Sandy 

Shear, Joan Carman, Elizabeth Robinson (Messner), Rene Prins (Roper), Tony and Thoranne 

Winkler 

 

For senior and/ or homebound members and friends: Aleda Koehn 

 

For young adult: Alison Heaney 

 

+Evangelical+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Kathi Yule (C. Butts), Yvonne 

Cornell, Dan Barrows (John and Pam Miller), Alex Reynolds (C. Butts), Marilyn Urbiss (Burda), 

Shannon Mahoney (J. Boyd), Roz Winne (C. Butts), Janet Underwood (Burda), Amy Beuchler 

(Linsenbardt), Bob Hazelton (C. Butts), Joyce Boyd (C. Lane), Karen Ingraham (C. Butts), 

Gloria Hendricks, Marie Barbato (Genova), and John and Pam Miller 

 

For senior and/ or homebound members and friends: Shirley Gomiller 

 

For Young Adult: Patrick Duffy 

 

+St. Matthew+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Robert Evans, Scott Forbes, Tina 

Keator, Sherrie Roy (Lawyer), Maureen VerPlanck (Parsons), Laura Emmet (Lawyer) , Peg 

Hughes (Janet B.), Josh Newell (Evans), Lynn Benekin (Forbes), Barbara Gesile (Lapp), Bart 

Bonney, Tennison (T. Wood), Gina Pywar, Erika Baker-Heinegg, Michele Tolen (T. Wood), 

Sandy Shear, Melissa McLaughlin (S. Eggers), Charles Hulbert, Triston (Hahn), Gabrielle Bush, 



Adam Pierce (Forbes), Doris Schlee (R. Nelson), Priscilla Galbreth (Hulbert), Marissa Struckle, 

Rose Nelson, Patty Hulbert, Chase Winslow, Kelly Ives (Wood), and Cathy Walsh (Stevens) 

 

For senior and/ or homebound members and friends: Roberta Vesely 

 

For Young Adult: Josh Bush 

 

+Beyond the Parish+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Nancy Saxton Miller (Mansbach), 

Jackie Hesse (Lawyer), Rosemary Pepe (Eggers), Dorothy Fernandez, (Eggers), Dick 

Armstrong, Tom Keagle (Serra-Lima), David Brenner (Former Oneonta Mayor), Sue Haney, 

Mary Jane Bianchine (Pr. Paul), Peter Provenzano (Hopkins), Senator James Seward, Warren 

Robinson (Messner), Carleen Roberts (Messner), Ameen Aowad (Jail Ministry), and Joanne 

Truman (Messner) 

 

For all mothers, grandmothers, godmothers, stepmothers, foster mothers, and all who “mother” 

us. 

 

For those preparing for marriage: Scott Lehnbauer & Stephanie Keaney 

 

For those preparing for childbirth: Meghan Greenleaf & Graham Henry  

 

For those in the military, law enforcement and emergency services: Mark Head (Worcester) 

NYS Troopers 

 

In the Foothills Conference: Military Chaplains and those serving in the armed forces  

 

National/ International Concerns: People of Hong Kong, China, Iran, Italy and our country 

during this time of deep division 

 

Natural and Man-Made Disasters: Those impacted by coronavirus and all their caregivers, all 

those doing research to find a vaccine and other mitigating treatment  

 

+Blessed are the Dead+ 

Who Die in the Lord 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

+ Parish News and Notes + 

 

+Easter 5  5/10 

We take a back-step, to the Seder of the Last Supper. Jesus is trying to calm the genuine fears 

and confusion of His closest friends, who know something is about to happen - it's been brewing 

all week (for the past year or more!).  How bad will it be? Thomas and Philip ask questions of 

concern. Jesus chides, but also promises more than they dared hope (Gospel). Stephen and Saul. 

One among the earliest proclaimers of the resurrection who becomes the first explicitly Christian 

martyr (we don't forget the Holy Innocents). The other a zealous persecuter and participant in 

Stephen's murder, who gets knocked on his kiester and becomes, by God's will, the great 

missionary to the gentiles (us!). Oh, and also a martyr! (1st lesson).  Peter uses images of 

mother's milk and stumbling blocks to illustrate our reality.  But reminds his early Christian 

readers/hearers of their (and our) new reality: "you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, God's own people, in order that you may proclaim...!" (2d lesson). 

 

+A special welcome to all visitors, friends and guests. Please fill out a Voice from the Pew 

folder and sign our Guest Book. Please include your complete mailing, e-mail address, and 

phone number. If you are new to the community or are looking for a Church Home, please let us 

know how we can be of service and consider our Christian family your own. 

 

 

Attendance & Offering Statistics 

 

Date Atonement Evangelical St. Matthew 

    

** ($1,290) ($705) ($1,309) 

    

** Needed to meet weekly expenses 

 

 

+Thought of the Week+ 
 

A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. 

A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject to all. 

 

Martin Luther (Sixteenth Century) 

 

 



 
 



 
 

+ THIS WEEK + 

 

+Today: Fifth Sunday in Easter 

+Today: Mother’s Day 

 

+Continuing discussions about when to resume in person worship 

 

+Next Week+ 

+St. Matthew+ 

St Matthew Lutheran Church in Laurens, NY will host a community dinner on Thursday, May 

14 between the hours of 5:00 PM and 6:00 PM.  40 meals consisting of soup, spaghetti and 

sauce, and bread will be packed in Zip Lock bags and ready to pick up in the parking lot at the 

rear of the church.  Please enter the parking lot from the Brook Street driveway (next to the Post 

Office) and exit through the driveway next to the church onto County Route 11.   Meals will be 

provided rain or shine. 

 

+++ 

 

 



 

 

All baptized Christians are welcome to God's Table of Grace. All the baptized may commune 

in the OCLP with no age restriction. Those who commune in their home parishes are welcome to 

commune; those not yet communing of any age and for any reason may come forward to receive 

a verbal blessing. Indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest. Baptized children may 

begin communing after parents have consulted with Pastor. The Lutheran Church believes, 

teaches and confesses that in, with and through the elements of bread and wine, Our Lord gives 

us His true body and blood for the forgiveness of our sin and the salvation of our lives. Anyone 

who has a legitimate impediment to receiving either element of the meal may receive in one kind 

only (bread or wine) and trust the Lord's grace that they are receiving full communion. Members, 

please fill out a “Voice From the Pew” folder to record your communion at least once a year. 

This is a constitutional requirement to determine our "Active" Voting membership roster.  Thank 

You. 

 

In the OCLP We Practice The "Reserved Sacrament". When laity “preside” at Holy 

Communion, they will use elements (bread and wine) previously consecrated by Pr. Paul at a 

prior worship service. Reserved elements are kept in an ambry for subsequent use in worship and 

distribution to the sick and shut-ins.  

 

Otsego Country Lutheran Parish 

Lutheran Church of the Atonement, Oneonta, NY 

Leslie Bauer: Organist 

Barbara Loitsch: Choir Director 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Hartwick Seminary, NY 

Donna Brown: Organist 

St. John Lutheran Church, West Burlington, NY 

Tessa Hecker, and Ethel Mills: Accompanists 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Laurens, NY 

Janet Brown: Organist 

Parish Office: One Center Street, Oneonta, NY 

Tel: 607-432-6852  E-mail: OCLP_NY@outlook.com 

Interim Office Manager: Kenneth Sliviak 

Pastor: Paul R. Messner, 607-287-4534 

prpaul_theoinst@hotmail.com 

(texting is often the most effective way to reach pastor) 

 
http://facebook.com/oclpny/ 

http://otsegocountylutheranparish.com 

mailto:prpaul_theoinst@hotmail.com
http://facebook.com/oclpny/

