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(* = stand as you are able; LBW = Lutheran Book of Worship-green book; 

 + = hymn requests; WOV = With One Voice Hymnal-blue book) 

 

 GATHERING 
 

Prelude                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Welcome & Parish News 

 

* Invocation and Dialog:              Holy is the Lord, the Almighty                                      pg. 126 

* The Apostles’ Creed                                                                                                         pg. 128                                                                              

 

First Prayer:  (6th Century Leonine) 

Almighty and merciful God, only by your gift can the faithful offer service / that is worthy 

of you and deserving of praise.  Keep us from stumbling as we run to receive your 

promises.  Through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord.  He lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Psalmody: 85:8-13  
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, 

        for he will speak peace / to his people,* 

        to his faithful, to those who turn to him / in their hearts.  

Surely his salvation is at hand for / those who fear him,* 

        that his glory may dwell / in our land. 

Steadfast love and faithful- / ness will meet;* 

        righteousness and peace will / kiss each other.  

Faithfulness will spring up / from the ground,* 

        and righteousness will look down / from the sky.  
The Lord will give / what is good,* 

        and our land will / yield its increase.  

Righteousness will / go before him,* 

        and will make a path / for his steps. 
Glory to the Father, and / to the Son,* and to the / Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginn- / ing, is now,* and will be forev- / er.  Amen.  
 

Lesson:  1 Kings 19:9-18   A lesson from 1st Kings: 

    At that place he came to a cave, and spent the night there.    Then the word of the Lord came 

to him, saying, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" [10] He answered, "I have been very zealous 

for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your 

altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to 

take it away."  



 

    [11] He said, "Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass 

by." Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in 

pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but 

the Lord was not in the earthquake; [12] and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in 

the fire; and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. [13] When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his 

face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to 

him that said, "What are you doing here, Elijah?" [14] He answered, "I have been very zealous 

for the Lord, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your 

altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to 

take it away." [15] Then the Lord said to him, "Go, return on your way to the wilderness of 

Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. [16] Also you shall 

anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of 

Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. [17] Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu 

shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. [18] Yet I will leave 

seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not 

kissed him."   

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

* Gospel Acclamation              From All That Dwell                                 LBW# 550 (st. 1) 

 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 14:22-33     Glory to you, O Lord. 
        Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while 

he dismissed the crowds. [23] And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain 

by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, [24] but by this time the boat, 

battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. [25] And early in 

the morning he came walking toward them on the sea. [26] But when the disciples saw him 

walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!" And they cried out in fear. [27] 

But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, "Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid."  

    [28] Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water." [29] 

He said, "Come." So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward 

Jesus. [30] But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he 

cried out, "Lord, save me!" [31] Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying 

to him, "You of little faith, why did you doubt?" [32] When they got into the boat, the wind 

ceased. [33] And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God."  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Gospel Response:                             From All That Dwell                                 LBW# 550 (st. 2) 

 

Children’s Sermon/Homily                                                                            Deacon Sandy Shear                        

 



 

* Hymn of the Day                         Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me                                           LBW #334 

 

 

RESPONSE 

 

* Sharing of the Peace of the Lord  

 

Offering                                                                                                                  plate at the door 

*Offertory                               Give Thanks With a Grateful Heart                                   last page  

 

* Offertory Prayer:                                                                                                           
Almighty God, in the faithful rising of the sun / you promise life and daily bread. We bring our 

gifts of thanks and praise for what we have received.  Use them to serve us with the bread from 

heaven / with its sign of endless life. Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

* Prayers of the Church                                                                                                pg. 129/ 52 

 

First Intercession: 

Eternal Father, you made us for yourself, and so we can claim your constant care. We praise you 

for the endless ways in which you hold us up and rescue us from the pit. Let us see your presence 

clearly enough to be reminded to worship you, and to trust your help in the responsibilities you 

assign. 

 

*The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                             pg. 130 

 

 

SENDING 
* Benediction                                                                                                                        pg. 130 

Dismissal Go in Peace, Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

 

 

  

Weekly Worship Practice:  
What does "S.T.S." mean after Pastor Paul's name in our bulletin? "Societas Trinitatis Sanctae" 

(Latin for the Society of the Holy Trinity.)  The S.T.S. is an organization of the Lutheran clergy 

formed less than a decade ago, to help pastors live out their ordination vows in a disciplined way. 

Members follow a "rule” of daily prayer, worship, regular retreats and pastoral visitations and 

oversight.  

 



 

 

Serving Today Atonement Evangelical St. Matthew 
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+ + + 

+OCLP+ 

 

+Thanks to all who have continued to faithfully send in offerings to each congregation. All bills 

are current! As our churches re-open more folks will be leaving their offering at the door! If you 

are not yet able to come, please continue to mail them in. Thanks! 

 

+ + + 

 

Readings Through This Week 

 

See website: https://www.otsegocountylutheranparish.com 

 

 

+Prayers of the Church+ 

 

(Please take this prayer list home and use with your personal devotion time) 

 

+Atonement+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Joan Lambiaso, Richard Laitsch 

(John’s brother), John Laitsch, Rebecca Pollack (Joan Carman), Juan Perez (D. Sherrill), 

Bridgette Shepardson (Thompson), Barbara Richardson (Denise), Patsy (H. Byrnes), Ken Nye 

(S. Dana), Linda Czernak (P. Serra-Lima), Stan Whitmore (C. Brown), Lewis Sherrill (D. 

Sherrill), Brian Sherrill (D. Sherrill), Jeremy Sorese (C. Heaney), Evelyn Hamilton 

(Lehenbauer), Beth Gilmore (Pudelka), Virginia Pudelka, Paula Holleran (Mansbach), Elizabeth 



Robinson (Messner), Rene Prins (Roper), Tony and Thoranne Winkler, Thomas Mendes, Sam 

Sherrill, and Eli England 

 

For senior and/ or homebound members and friends: Dorothy Vay 

 

For young adult: Evan Heaney 

 

 

+Evangelical+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Kathi Yule (C. Butts), Yvonne 

Cornell, Dan Barrows (John and Pam Miller), Alex Reynolds (C. Butts), Marilyn Urbiss (Burda), 

Shannan Mahoney (J. Boyd), Roz Winne (C. Butts), Janet Underwood (Burda), Amy Beuchler 

(Linsenbardt), Bob Hazelton (C. Butts), Joyce Boyd (C. Lane), Karen Ingraham (C. Butts), 

Gloria Hendricks, Mary Peterson, Susan Howard, John Miller, and Charlie Hughes 

 

For senior and/ or homebound members and friends: Yvonne Cornell 

 

For Young Adult: Kristoff Jaeck 

 

 

+St. Matthew+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Robert Evans, Scott Forbes, Tina 

Keator, Sherrie Roy (Lawyer), Laura Emmet (Lawyer) , Peg Hughes (Janet B.), Lynn Benekin 

(Forbes), Barbara Gesile (Lapp),  Tennison (T. Wood), Gina Pywar, Erika Baker-Heinegg, 

Michele Tolen (T. Wood), Melissa McLaughlin (S. Eggers), Triston (Hahn), Gabrielle Bush, 

Priscilla Galbreth (Hulbert), Kelly Ives (Wood), Cathy Walsh (Stevens), Ginny Ganio, Ivan 

Joubert, Mike Keator, Helmut , Jill Baumann (Ellie’s granddaughter following arm amputation), 

Mary Hartmann (Nelson), Kent Hoyt Jr. (Ganio), John Timer, and Vincent Spataro 

 

For senior and/ or homebound members and friends: Gus Pfeuffer 

 

For Young Adult: Marissa Struckle 

 

 

+St. John+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Jennifer Darling (Hecker), Fred 

Schoellig 

 



For senior and/ or homebound members and friends: Elsie Wells 

 

For Young Adult: Corey Spoon 

 

 

+Beyond the Parish+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Nancy Saxton Miller (Mansbach), 

Jackie Hesse (Lawyer), Rosemary Pepe (Eggers), Dorothy Fernandez, (Eggers), Dick 

Armstrong, David Brenner (Former Oneonta Mayor), Sue Haney, Warren Robinson (Messner), 

Pr. Ameen Aswad (Jail Ministry), Julie Steinmueller (Sandy Shear), Hilary Elf (Messner) 

 

For those preparing for marriage: Marcus Hudson & Natalia Lewittin 

 

For those preparing for childbirth: Kira & Kevin Brady 

 

For those in the military, law enforcement and emergency services: David Shultis (Oneonta 

PD) 

 

In the Foothills Conference: Youth Ministry/Lutheran Youth Organization (LYO) and all youth 

and their parents, mentors and advisors (name your own) 

 

National/ International Concerns: People of Hong Kong, China; the Uigher (“we-ger”) 

Muslims, Christians, Buddhists, and other faith communities of China under persecution by the 

Chinese government, our country during this time of deep division. 

 

Natural and Man-Made Disasters: Victims of the coronavirus, and those struggling with social 

isolation. For medical researchers, pharmaceutical companies, hospital workers, and all medical 

professionals. 

 

For peace on the 75
th

 Anniversary of the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

+Blessed are the Dead+ 

Who Die in the Lord 

 

+7 Marines and 1 Sailor killed in a training accident+ 

San Clemente Island, CA 

 

+Victims of the bombing in Beirut, Lebanon+ 

 

+Rev. John Buerk+ 

 

+ Parish News and Notes + 

 

+Pentecost 10  8/9 

A great wind. An earthquake. A fire...and then, and only then - a sound of sheer silence (KJV: A 

still small voice) - and which of these phenomena was God in?  Elijah feels sorry for himself.  

God sends him back to work! Along with 7000 others who remain faithful to YHWH (Lesson). 

Peter loses faith - in himself... He DID walk on water in response to Jesus' word "come!"  Jesus 

is calling us to have faith in Him -and in our ability to answer His call to come without doubt, 

and "walk on water" - to do the tasks of ministry even when it is difficult, dangerous, frightening 

(Gospel). 

 

 

+I am sure you are aware that these are unusual times and at Catholic Charities it is no different.   

We may have had to change the way we are providing services somewhat, but our offices have 

all remained open and providing all the services and programs we normally provide since the 

shut-down in March.  In fact from March through June our agency served just over 1,300 

individuals with essential services including emergency assistance to meet basic needs, mental 

health counseling, our summer food service program, assisting people to sign-up for SNAP, as 

well as our many case management programs.  We had to cancel our annual pasta dinner last 

April and will probably not be able to have any in-person fundraising events this year due to the 

pandemic.  We are anticipating a rise in the number of individuals and families who need our 

services, as well as possible cuts in government funding.   We will be holding a virtual 

fundraiser, which means instead of an event we will hold it on-line.  This fundraiser is entitled A 

Place At The Table and will be held from August 10th – August 14th.  By visiting the link below 

you will be able to see the “event” and if you click on the link each day from August 10th – 

August 14th you will be able to watch a video of the story of Catholic Charities of Delaware, 

Otsego and Schoharie Counties.  Please take some time to click on the link below, look over the 

event, visit the site to watch the videos from August 10th – August 14th, and please consider a 

donation to the fundraiser.  Also, if you have friends or family that you think would be interested 



please feel free to share the link with them. 

  

https://give.classy.org/APATTDOS 

  

  

Blessings to all of you! 

 

+A special welcome to all visitors, friends and guests. Please fill out a Voice from the Pew 

folder and sign our Guest Book. Please include your complete mailing, e-mail address, and 

phone number. If you are new to the community or are looking for a Church Home, please let us 

know how we can be of service and consider our Christian family your own. 

 

 

Attendance & Offering Statistics 

 

Date Atonement Evangelical St. Matthew St. John 

 Sun 7/26 15/ 421 $840 17/ $892 13/ 404 $316 6 

** ($1,290) ($750) ($1,309)  

Wed  7/29 1/ 74 1 7/122  

** Needed to meet weekly expenses 

 

 

 

 

+ THIS WEEK + 

 

+Today: Tenth Sunday after Pentecost – Service of the Word 

 

+Wednesday Services: 

7:30am St. Matthew 

Noon Evangelical 

7:00pm Atonement 

 

 

+ OCLP + 

 

+ Holy Communion begins today at Evangelical & St. John, with appropriate protocols. Pr. Paul 

will preside the first time we provide the sacrament in our congregations. In mid August we will 

go back to our normal schedule: 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Sundays and Festivals.   

 

 



 

 

+ Thanks to our members and friends worshiping with us. At present, we are using a somewhat 

abbreviated form of the Holy Communion (Setting 2) and the LBW Service of the Word. Our 

four congregations have come to different choices regarding singing of the liturgy, psalmody, 

and hymns for the present. 

 - At Evangelical and St. John we are singing (masks on) 

 - At St. Matthew and Atonement we are not singing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ Thought of the Week + 
 

A half truth is a full lie. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



All baptized Christians are welcome to God's Table of Grace. All the baptized may commune 

in the OCLP with no age restriction. Those who commune in their home parishes are welcome to 

commune; those not yet communing of any age and for any reason may come forward to receive 

a verbal blessing. Indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest. Baptized children may 

begin communing after parents have consulted with Pastor. The Lutheran Church believes, 

teaches and confesses that in, with and through the elements of bread and wine, Our Lord gives 

us His true body and blood for the forgiveness of our sin and the salvation of our lives. Anyone 

who has a legitimate impediment to receiving either element of the meal may receive in one kind 

only (bread or wine) and trust the Lord's grace that they are receiving full communion. Members, 

please fill out a “Voice From the Pew” folder to record your communion at least once a year. 

This is a constitutional requirement to determine our "Active" Voting membership roster.  Thank 

You. 

 

In the OCLP We Practice The "Reserved Sacrament". When laity “preside” at Holy 

Communion, they will use elements (bread and wine) previously consecrated by Pr. Paul at a 

prior worship service. Reserved elements are kept in an ambry for subsequent use in worship and 

distribution to the sick and shut-ins.  

 

Otsego Country Lutheran Parish 

Lutheran Church of the Atonement, Oneonta, NY 

Leslie Bauer: Organist 

Barbara Loitsch: Choir Director 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Hartwick Seminary, NY 

Donna Brown: Organist 

St. John Lutheran Church, West Burlington, NY 

Tessa Hecker, and Ethel Mills: Accompanists 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Laurens, NY 

Janet Brown: Organist 

Parish Office: One Center Street, Oneonta, NY 

Tel: 607-432-6852  E-mail: OCLP_NY@outlook.com 

Interim Office Manager: Kenneth Sliviak 

Pastor: Paul R. Messner, 607-287-4534 

prpaul_theoinst@hotmail.com 

(texting is often the most effective way to reach pastor) 

 
http://facebook.com/oclpny/ 

http://otsegocountylutheranparish.com 

mailto:prpaul_theoinst@hotmail.com
http://facebook.com/oclpny/

