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(* = stand as you are able; LBW = Lutheran Book of Worship-green book; 

 + = hymn requests; WOV = With One Voice Hymnal-blue book) 

 

 GATHERING 
 

Prelude                                                                                                                                     
Welcome & Parish News 

 

* Invocation and Dialog                     Blessed Are You                                                       pg. 126 

* The Apostles’ Creed                                                                                                         pg. 128 

 

First Prayer:  (7th Century Gelasian) 

Almighty and merciful God, shield us from what will harm us / that we may be free to be 

faithful to the end, through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord.  He lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Musical Offering                                                                                                          (St.M/Evan) 

 

WORD 
 

Psalmody: 25:1-9 (Tones: single 5; double 8)     

To you, O Lord, I lift / up my soul. *   O my God, in / you I trust; 

do not let me be / put to shame;* 

        do not let my enemies exult / over me.  

Do not let those who wait for you be / put to shame;* 

        let them be ashamed who are wan- / tonly treacherous. 

Make me to know your / ways, O Lord;* 

        teach / me your paths.  

Lead me in your / truth, and teach me,* 

        for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait / all day  

        long. 

Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your / steadfast  

        love,*     for they have been / from of old.  

Do not remember the sins of my youth or / my transgressions;* 

        according to your steadfast love remember me, 

        for your goodness' / sake, O Lord! 

Good and upright / is the Lord;* 

        therefore he instructs sinners / in the way.  

He leads the humble in / what is right,* 

        and teaches the hum- / ble his way.  



Glory to the Father, and / to the Son,* and to the / Holy 

         Spirit;      

as it was in the beginn- / ing, is now,* and will be forev- / er.  

         Amen. 

 

Lesson: Philip. 2:1-13     A lesson from  Philippians:  

    If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 

Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, [2] make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having 

the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. [3] Do nothing from selfish ambition or 

conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. [4] Let each of you look not to 

your own interests, but to the interests of others. [5] Let the same mind be in you that was in 

Christ Jesus,  

    [6] who, though he was in the form of God, 

        did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,     [7] but emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave, 

        being born in human likeness. 

    And being found in human form, [8] he humbled himself 

        and became obedient to the point of death--even death on a cross. 

    [9] Therefore God also highly exalted him 

        and gave him the name that is above every name,  

    [10] so that at the name of Jesus  every knee should bend, 

        in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  

    [11] and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

        to the glory of God the Father. 

    [12] Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but 

much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; [13] for it 

is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

* Gospel Acclamation                  Halle, Halle, Halle                                         WOV# 612 

 

Holy Gospel:  Matthew 21:23-32     Glory to you, O Lord. 
    When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he 

was teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 

authority?" [24] Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, 

then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. [25] Did the baptism of John come 

from heaven, or was it of human origin?" And they argued with one another, "If we say, 'From 

heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why then did you not believe him?' [26] But if we say, 'Of human 

origin,' we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet." [27] So they answered 

Jesus, "We do not know." And he said to them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am 

doing these things.  



    [28] "What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 'Son, go and work 

in the vineyard today.' [29] He answered, 'I will not'; but later he changed his mind and went. 

[30] The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, 'I go, sir'; but he did not 

go. [31] Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, 

"Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead 

of you. [32] For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but 

the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change 

your minds and believe him.    

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

* Gospel Response                              Halle, Halle, Halle                                         WOV# 612 

 

Children’s Sermon/Homily                                           Pastor Paul Messner (St. M/ Aton)                   

                                                                                                       Deacon Tom Collins (Eva/ St. J) 

 

 

* Hymn of the Day                      Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive                               LBW #307 

 

RESPONSE 

 

* Sharing of the Peace of the Lord                                                                                       
Offering                                                                                                                                pg. 129 

Musical Offering                                                                                                                  (A) 

* Offertory                                                Praise the Lord                                             LBW #540                                       

 

 

* Offertory Prayer: 
Eternal God, as our father Abraham brought gifts through your ancient priest, Melchizedek, so 

we bring gifts to pray for grace through Christ, your Son.  Because He died and lives to be our 

Priest, forever hear His prayers for us, through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

 

*Prayers of the Church:                                                                                          pg. 129/ pg. 52 

 

 

 

 

 

 



First Intercession: 

Almighty God, we worship you for the love by which you reach out to your imperfect creatures. 

We are relieved that you are not content to close yourself off from all who do not measure up or 

respond to you. Instead you became one of us, living with us by your Son, and now in us through 

him to make us whole and holy.  We confess our need for you and our excitement that you have 

taken us to be eternally at your side. 

  

Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                       pg. 130 

 

SENDING 

 

* Benediction                                                                                                                        pg. 130 

Dismissal Go in Peace, Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

 + + + 

Weekly Worship Practice:  
Note to parents and guardians- Please bring quiet, soft toys for our younger friends to use in 

the pews during worship. Some of our congregations have Children's Activity Bags available-

feel free to use one any Sunday. Help us to keep them cleaned, re- stocked and placed back 

where they'll be ready for next Sunday. Thank you!  

 

Serving Today Atonement Evangelical St. Matthew 

Comm. Asst. 

Asst. Minister 

Lector 

Cantor 

*Altar Care 

Ushers/Greeters 

Coffee Hour 

Acolyte/ Crucifer 

Sound System 

Bell Ringer 

Church Cleaner 

 

 

 

 

Becky Milford 

 

 

Grady Loeffler 

 

 

Esther H 

 

Esther/ Carol B. 

Hazzards 

 

 

Lane 

 

Jim Crouthamel 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

+ + + 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

+OCLP+ 

+We welcome Deacon Tom Collins to lead worship today at Evangelical and St. John. 

Next Sunday, Dave Forbes will lead worship at St. Matthew and Atonement. 

 

+ + + 

 

Readings Through This Week 

 

See website: https://www.otsegocountylutheranparish.com 

 

 

+Prayers of the Church+ 

 

(Please take this prayer list home and use with your personal devotion time) 

 

 

+Atonement+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Joan Lambiaso, Richard Laitsch 

(John’s brother), John Laitsch, Rebecca Pollack (Joan Carman), Juan Perez (D. Sherrill), 

Bridgette Shepardson (Thompson), Barbara Richardson (Denise), Patsy (H. Byrnes), Ken Nye 

(S. Dana), Linda Czernak (P. Serra-Lima), Stan Whitmore (C. Brown), Lewis Sherrill (D. 

Sherrill), Brian Sherrill (D. Sherrill), Jeremy Sorese (C. Heaney), Evelyn Hamilton 

(Lehenbauer), Beth Gilmore (Pudelka), Virginia Pudelka, Elizabeth Robinson (Messner), Rene 

Prins (Roper), Tony and Thoranne Winkler, Thomas Mendes, Sam Sherrill, Eli England, Bill 

Heaney, Allison Heaney, Heather Byrnes, Victor Grant, and Charlotte Grant 

 

For senior and/ or homebound members and friends: Barbara & Chuck Delaney 

 

For young adult: Joe Sherrill 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+Evangelical+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Kathi Yule (C. Butts), Yvonne 

Cornell, Dan Barrows (John and Pam Miller), Alex Reynolds (C. Butts), Marilyn Urbiss (Burda), 

Shannan Mahoney (J. Boyd), Roz Winne (C. Butts), Janet Underwood (Burda), Bob Hazelton 

(C. Butts), Joyce Boyd (C. Lane), Karen Ingraham (C. Butts), Gloria Hendricks, Mary Peterson, 

Susan Howard, John Miller, Charlie Hughes, Donna Robinson (La Gasse) 

 

For senior and/ or homebound members and friends: Len & Diann Price 

 

For Young Adult: Patrick Duffy 

 

 

+St. Matthew+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Robert Evans, Scott Forbes, Tina 

Keator, Sherrie Roy (Lawyer), Laura Emmet (Lawyer) , Peg Hughes (Janet B.), Lynn Benekin 

(Forbes), Barbara Gesile (Lapp),  Tennison (T. Wood), Gina Pywar, Erika Baker-Heinegg, 

Michele Tolen (T. Wood), Melissa McLaughlin (S. Eggers), Triston (Hahn), Gabrielle Bush, 

Priscilla Galbreth (Hulbert), Kelly Ives (Wood), Cathy Walsh (Stevens), Ginny Ganio, Ivan 

Joubert, Mike Keator, Helmut , Jill Baumann (Ellie’s granddaughter following an amputation), 

Mary Hartmann (Nelson), Kent Hoyt Jr. (Ganio), Vincent Spataro, Owen Basher (Marsh), Bev 

Lapp, Linda Peeters (Forbes), Rennie Brown 

 

For senior and/ or homebound members and friends: Helmut & Lois Boehl 

 

For Young Adult: Travis Marsh 

 

 

+Beyond the Parish+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Nancy Saxton Miller (Mansbach), 

Jackie Hesse (Lawyer), Rosemary Pepe (Eggers), Dorothy Fernandez, (Eggers), Dick 

Armstrong, David Brenner (Former Oneonta Mayor), Sue Haney, Warren Robinson (Messner), 

Pr. Ameen Aswad (Jail Ministry), Julie Steinmueller (Sandy Shear), Hilary Elf (Messner), Adam 

Niebanck, Jacob Blake and his family 

 

 

 

 

 



For those preparing for marriage: Ali (Turner) & Tim Lehenbauer 

 

For those preparing for childbirth: Jackie & John Williams  

 

For those in the military, law enforcement and emergency services: Sgt. Chris Catapano, 

Oneonta P.D. 

 

In the Foothills Conference: Zion St. John’s Lutheran Church, Seward & Sharon Springs (Pr. 

Rahel Hahn & Deacon Tom Collins) 

 

National/ International Concerns: People of Hong Kong, China; the Uigher (“we-ger”) 

Muslims, Christians, Buddhists, and other faith communities of China under persecution by the 

Chinese government, our country during this time of deep division.  

 

 

 

Natural and Man-Made Disasters: Victims of the coronavirus, and those suffering from social 

isolation. For medical researchers, pharmaceutical companies, hospital workers, and all medical 

professionals. For all impacted by the wild fires in California. 

 

 

+Blessed are the Dead+ 

Who Die in the Lord 

 

+ Ruth Bader Ginsburg + 

(1933 – 2020) 

Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court 

 

 

+ Parish News and Notes + 

 

+Pentecost 17  9/27 

"At the name of Jesus, every knee should bend...and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord..." That from an early Christian hymn.  God is at work in us and so we work for Him by 

working on behalf of others. (Lesson).  Who is the truly faithful, believing, trusting one - the one 

who says the right things or the one who does them? Word games can entrap even the most 

clever of us.  True Authority knows its source and has no need to justify itself. (Gospel). 

 

 

 

 



+A special welcome to all visitors, friends and guests. Please fill out a Voice from the Pew 

folder and sign our Guest Book. Please include your complete mailing, e-mail address, and 

phone number. If you are new to the community or are looking for a Church Home, please let us 

know how we can be of service and consider our Christian family your own. 

 

 

Attendance & Offering Statistics 

 

Date Atonement Evangelical St. Matthew 

9/20 17/ 554 $1360 15/  17/ 549 $446 

** ($1,290) ($705) ($1,309) 

9/23 1/ 81 1 8/ 163 

** Needed to meet weekly expenses 

 

+ OCLP + 

 

+ Thanks to our members and friends worshiping with us. At present, we are using a somewhat 

abbreviated form of the Holy Communion (Setting 2) and the LBW Service of the Word. Our 

four congregations have come to different choices regarding singing of the liturgy, psalmody, 

and hymns for the present. 

 - At Evangelical and St. John we are singing (masks on) 

 - At St. Matthew and Atonement we are not singing 

 - At St. Matthew we are singing the 1
st
 and 4

th
 Sundays of the month, and not singing on 

the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 Sundays. The 5
th

 Sunday of the month will alternate singing. 

 

+St. Matthew Lutheran Church Food Bank Ongoing Items Needed 

Macaroni and Cheese 

Pasta 

Pasta Sauce 

Cereal 

Soup 

Peanut Butter 

Jelly/ Jam 

Vegetables 

Fruit 

Tuna (or substitute protein) 

Beans (kidney, black, cannelloni, etc.) 

 

 

 

 



+OCLP 

Please check your mailbox anytime you are in the building. Thanks! 

 

+ THIS WEEK + 

 

+Today: Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost+ 

+Wednesday Services: 

7:30am St. Matthew 

Noon Evangelical 

7:00pm Atonement 

 

 

 

+ COMING UP + 

 

+ Sunday School and Confirmation (Stay Tuned) 

 

+ Seminary Sunday at Evangelical is postponed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

+Thought of the Week+ 
 

How to kill your church 

 

 Don’t come 

 If you do come, come late 

 When you come, come with a grouchy attitude 

 At every service ask yourself, “What do I get out of this?” 

 Never accept any position in the church ministry. It is better to stay on the outside and criticise 

 Visit other churches about half of the time to show your pastor that you are not tied down to 

them. There is nothing like independence 

 Let the pastor earn their money; let them do all of the work 

 Sit pretty well back and never sing. If you have to sing, sing out of tune and behind everyone else 

 Never pay in advance, especially for religion. Wait until you get your money’s worth, and then 

wait a bit longer 

 Never encourage the preacher; if you like a sermon, keep mum about it. Many a preacher has 

been ruined by flattery. Don’t let their ego be on your head 

 It is good to tell your pastor’s failings to any strangers that may happen in; they might be a long 

time finding them out 

 Of course, you can’t be expected to get new members for the church, that’s the pastor’s job 

 If there happen to be a few zealous workers in the church, make a tremendous protest against the 

church being run by a clique 

 If your church unfortunately happens to be harmonious, call it apathy,  indifference, a lack of 

zeal, or anything under the sun except for what it is 
 

-- Anonymous 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



All baptized Christians are welcome to God's Table of Grace. All the baptized may commune 

in the OCLP with no age restriction. Those who commune in their home parishes are welcome to 

commune; those not yet communing of any age and for any reason may come forward to receive 

a verbal blessing. Indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest. Baptized children may 

begin communing after parents have consulted with Pastor. The Lutheran Church believes, 

teaches and confesses that in, with and through the elements of bread and wine, Our Lord gives 

us His true body and blood for the forgiveness of our sin and the salvation of our lives. Anyone 

who has a legitimate impediment to receiving either element of the meal may receive in one kind 

only (bread or wine) and trust the Lord's grace that they are receiving full communion. Members, 

please fill out a “Voice From the Pew” folder to record your communion at least once a year. 

This is a constitutional requirement to determine our "Active" Voting membership roster.  Thank 

You. 

 

In the OCLP We Practice The "Reserved Sacrament". When laity “preside” at Holy 

Communion, they will use elements (bread and wine) previously consecrated by Pr. Paul at a 

prior worship service. Reserved elements are kept in an ambry for subsequent use in worship and 

distribution to the sick and shut-ins.  

 

Otsego Country Lutheran Parish 

Lutheran Church of the Atonement, Oneonta, NY 

Leslie Bauer: Organist 

Barbara Loitsch: Choir Director 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Hartwick Seminary, NY 

Donna Brown: Organist 

St. John Lutheran Church, West Burlington, NY 

Tessa Hecker, and Ethel Mills: Accompanists 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Laurens, NY 

Janet Brown: Organist 

Parish Office: One Center Street, Oneonta, NY 

Tel: 607-432-6852  E-mail: OCLP_NY@outlook.com 

Interim Office Manager: Kenneth Sliviak 

Pastor: Paul R. Messner, 607-287-4534 

prpaul_theoinst@hotmail.com 

(texting is often the most effective way to reach pastor) 

 
http://facebook.com/oclpny/ 

http://otsegocountylutheranparish.com 

mailto:prpaul_theoinst@hotmail.com
http://facebook.com/oclpny/

