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+ Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost + 
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(* = stand as you are able; LBW = Lutheran Book of Worship-green book; 

 + = hymn requests; WOV = With One Voice Hymnal-blue book) 

 

 GATHERING 
 

Prelude                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Welcome & Parish News 

 

* Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness                                                                   pg. 77 

* Apostolic Greeting                                                                                                              pg. 78 

 

First Prayer:  (7th Century Gelasian) 

O Lord, always lead and follow us  with your grace, that we may be still more intent on 

doing good, through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord.  He lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Psalmody: 119:33-40      (Tones: single – 32; double – 9) 

Teach me, O Lord, the way / of your statutes,* 

        and I will observe it / to the end.  

    Give me understanding, that I may / keep your law* 

        and observe it with / my whole heart.  
    Lead me in the path of / your commandments,* 

        for I de- / light in it.  

    Turn my heart to / your decrees,* 

        and not to / selfish gain.  

    Turn my eyes from looking at / vanities;* 

        give me life / in your ways.  

    Confirm to your ser- / vant your promise,* 

        which is for those / who fear you.  

    Turn away the disgrace / that I dread,* 

        for your ordinan- / ces are good.  

   See, I have longed / for your precepts;* 

        in your righteousness / give me life. 

Glory to the Father, and / to the Son,* and to the / Holy Spirit;  

as it was in the beginn- / ing, is now,* and will be forev- / er.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Lesson:  Romans 13:8-14   A lesson from Romans: 

 Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has 

fulfilled the law. [9] The commandments, "You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; 

You shall not steal; You shall not covet"; and any other commandment, are summed up in this 

word, "Love your neighbor as yourself." [10] Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love 

is the fulfilling of the law.  

    [11] Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from 

sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; [12] the night is far 

gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 

[13] let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 

licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. [14] Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  

 The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

* Alleluia Verse                                                                                                             pg. 83 

 

HOLY GOSPEL:  Matthew 18:15-20  Glory to you, O Lord. 
    "If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of 

you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. [16] But if you are not 

listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the 

evidence of two or three witnesses. [17] If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 

church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a 

Gentile and a tax collector. [18] Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. [19] Again, truly I tell you, if 

two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in 

heaven. [20] For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them."  

   The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Children’s Sermon/Homily                                                        Pastor Paul Messner (Evan/ St. J)   

                                                                                            Steve & Marie Gerhardt (St. M/ Atone)                      

 

* Hymn of the Day                    O Love That Will Not Let Me Go                                 LBW #324 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

RESPONSE 

 

* Apostles’ Creed                                                                                                                   pg. 85  

* Prayers of the Church                                                                                                        pg. 85 

 

First Intercession: 

Eternal Father, we need the Spirit of Jesus your son, who for our sake went to the cross without 

complaint in love with us all. As we wait for the fullness of your presence, help us listen to each 

other, trusting that Jesus is among us. Then, letting go of our concern to rule and control, we can 

agree and ask for what is good and true. 

    

* Sharing of the Peace of the Lord                                                                                     pg. 86 

 

Offering                                                                                                                                 pg. 86 

* Offertory Let the Vineyards                                                   pg.  86  

 

* Offertory Prayer:                                                                                                          pg. 87-88 

Almighty Father, with autumn's golden seeds / you soothe our loss of summer's green. And thus 

you change our fear of death / into the hope that we will  live again. Ripen as well the faith by 

which we bring these offerings / so as to gather from us a harvest of good works.  Through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

MEAL 
* Great Thanksgiving/Dialog                                                                                                pg. 88 

Preface & Sanctus                                  Holy, Holy, Holy                                                    pg. 89 

* Eucharistic Prayer & Lord’s Prayer                                                         
Agnus Dei                                                Lamb of God                                                           pg. 92                                                                    

 

Distribution                                                                                                    LBW # 213, 480, 448 

 

* Post Communion Blessing & Canticle      Thank the Lord                                                pg. 92 

 

* Post-Communion Prayer:                                                                                                  pg. 94 

Lord Jesus Christ, just as this bread and wine was gathered into one from scattered plants and 

vines, so you have by this food drawn us into one in you. Gather thus your Church from 

everywhere / to be your blessed kingdom without end. You are the Lord forevermore.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

SENDING 
* Benediction                                                                                                                          pg. 94 

Dismissal Go in Peace, Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

Postlude 

 

  

Weekly Worship Practice:  
Note to parents and guardians- Please bring quiet, soft toys for our younger friends to use in 

the pews during worship. Some of our congregations have Children's Activity Bags available-

feel free to use one any Sunday. Help us to keep them cleaned, re- stocked and placed back 

where they'll be ready for next Sunday. Thank you!  

 

 

Serving Today Atonement Evangelical St. Matthew 

Comm. Asst. 

Asst. Minister 

Lector 

Cantor 

*Altar Care 

Ushers/Greeters 

Coffee Hour 

Acolyte/ Crucifer 

Sound System 

Bell Ringer 

Church Cleaner 

 

 
 

 

Christine Brown 

 

 

Logan Temming 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paxton Hazzard 

 

Dave Forbes 

 

 

 

 

 

Megan Cleveland 
 

 

 

 

+ + + 

+OCLP+ 

 

+We welcome Steve & Marie Gerhardts to lead worship at St. Matthew and Atonement.  

Next Sunday Deacon Tom Collins will lead worship at Evangelical and St. John 

 

+Thanks to all who have continued faithfully to send in offerings to each congregation. All bills 

are current! As our churches re-open more folks will be leaving their offering at the door! If you 

are not yet able to come, please continue to mail them in. Thanks! 

 

+ + + 

 

 

 



 

Readings Through This Week 

 

See website: https://www.otsegocountylutheranparish.com 

 

 

+Prayers of the Church+ 

 

(Please take this prayer list home and use with your personal devotion time) 

 

 

+Atonement+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Joan Lambiaso, Richard Laitsch 

(John’s brother), John Laitsch, Rebecca Pollack (Joan Carman), Juan Perez (D. Sherrill), 

Bridgette Shepardson (Thompson), Barbara Richardson (Denise), Patsy (H. Byrnes), Ken Nye 

(S. Dana), Linda Czernak (P. Serra-Lima), Stan Whitmore (C. Brown), Lewis Sherrill (D. 

Sherrill), Brian Sherrill (D. Sherrill), Jeremy Sorese (C. Heaney), Evelyn Hamilton 

(Lehenbauer), Beth Gilmore (Pudelka), Virginia Pudelka, Elizabeth Robinson (Messner), Rene 

Prins (Roper), Tony and Thoranne Winkler, Thomas Mendes, Sam Sherrill, Eli England, Bill 

Heaney, Allison Heaney, Heather Byrnes, Victor Grant, and Charlotte Grant 

 

For senior and/ or homebound members and friends: Carol & Jim Baker 

 

For young adult: Carly King 

 

 

+Evangelical+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Kathi Yule (C. Butts), Yvonne 

Cornell, Dan Barrows (John and Pam Miller), Alex Reynolds (C. Butts), Marilyn Urbiss (Burda), 

Shannan Mahoney (J. Boyd), Roz Winne (C. Butts), Janet Underwood (Burda), Bob Hazelton 

(C. Butts), Joyce Boyd (C. Lane), Karen Ingraham (C. Butts), Gloria Hendricks, Mary Peterson, 

Susan Howard, John Miller, Charlie Hughes, Donna Robinson (La Gasse) 

 

For senior and/ or homebound members and friends: Dennis Hascup 

 

For Young Adult: Blake Rinell 

 

 

 



+St. Matthew+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Robert Evans, Scott Forbes, Tina 

Keator, Sherrie Roy (Lawyer), Laura Emmet (Lawyer) , Peg Hughes (Janet B.), Lynn Benekin 

(Forbes), Barbara Gesile (Lapp),  Tennison (T. Wood), Gina Pywar, Erika Baker-Heinegg, 

Michele Tolen (T. Wood), Melissa McLaughlin (S. Eggers), Triston (Hahn), Gabrielle Bush, 

Priscilla Galbreth (Hulbert), Kelly Ives (Wood), Cathy Walsh (Stevens), Ginny Ganio, Ivan 

Joubert, Mike Keator, Helmut , Jill Baumann (Ellie’s granddaughter following an amputation), 

Mary Hartmann (Nelson), Kent Hoyt Jr. (Ganio), Vincent Spataro, Owen Basher (Marsh), Bev 

Lapp, Linda Peeters (Forbes), Rennie Brown 

 

For senior and/ or homebound members and friends: Roberta Vesely 

 

For Young Adult: Zac Dobler 

 

 

+Beyond the Parish+ 

 

For healing in body, mind and spirit in our own congregation: Nancy Saxton Miller (Mansbach), 

Jackie Hesse (Lawyer), Rosemary Pepe (Eggers), Dorothy Fernandez, (Eggers), Dick 

Armstrong, David Brenner (Former Oneonta Mayor), Sue Haney, Warren Robinson (Messner), 

Pr. Ameen Aswad (Jail Ministry), Julie Steinmueller (Sandy Shear), Hilary Elf (Messner), Adam 

Niebanck, Jacob Blake and his family 

 

 

For those preparing for marriage: Nick Flemister & Brittney Dido 

 

For those celebrating childbirth: Kira (Syvertsen) & Kevin Brady on the birth of Molly Marie 

 

For those in the military, law enforcement and emergency services: Police Officers (Chicago 

& St. Louis) shot in the line of duty; Lt. Chris Witzenburg (Oneonta PD) 

 

In the Foothills Conference: For all law enforcement and emergency services personnel, (State 

troopers, County Sheriffs, local police, fire and rescue personnel, and all jail and prison 

ministries) 

 

National/ International Concerns: People of Hong Kong, China; the Uigher (“we-ger”) 

Muslims, Christians, Buddhists, and other faith communities of China under persecution by the 

Chinese government, our country during this time of deep division. The people of Kenosha, WI. 

 

 



 

Natural and Man-Made Disasters: Victims of the coronavirus, and those struggling with social 

isolation. For medical researchers, pharmaceutical companies, hospital workers, and all medical 

professionals. The victims of hurricane Lara. 

 

+Blessed are the Dead+ 

Who Die in the Lord 

 

+Paula Holleran+ 

 

+John Timer+ 

 

+Wilber Cleveland+  

(1930-2020) 

 

+Chadwick Bosemen+ 

(1976-2020) 

 

+Tamarris Bohannon+ 

Chicago Police Officer  

Killed in the line of duty 

 

+ Parish News and Notes + 

 

+Pentecost 14  9/6 

"Love does no wrong"...it fulfills God's law.  But what kind of "love"?  Agape: unconditional, 

"no strings attached”, selfless love.  Love here and now because there is no better time to love 

(Lesson).  How do we live together in Christian community?  By honest love -face to face 

dealing with issues...no gossip or slander.  Only if another refuses to reconcile - even in the face 

of witnesses - do we speak out publicly.  Jesus is with us - even only 2 or 3 (Gospel). 

 

 

+A special welcome to all visitors, friends and guests. Please fill out a Voice from the Pew 

folder and sign our Guest Book. Please include your complete mailing, e-mail address, and 

phone number. If you are new to the community or are looking for a Church Home, please let us 

know how we can be of service and consider our Christian family your own. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Attendance & Offering Statistics 

 

Date Atonement Evangelical St. Matthew 

8/30 18/ 508 12 19/ 496 

** ($1,290) ($705) ($1,309) 

9/2 1/ 1/ 5/ 

 

** Needed to meet weekly expenses 

 

 

+ OCLP + 

+ Thanks to our members and friends worshiping with us. At present, we are using a somewhat 

abbreviated form of the Holy Communion (Setting 2) and the LBW Service of the Word. Our 

four congregations have come to different choices regarding singing of the liturgy, psalmody, 

and hymns for the present. 

 - At Evangelical and St. John we are singing (masks on) 

 - At Atonement we are not singing 

- At St. Matthew we are singing the 1
st
 & 4

th
 Sundays of the month, and not singing on 

the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 Sundays. The 5
th

 Sunday of the month will alternate singing. 

 

+Atonement 

Sanctuary Lamp at Atonement  

 

Donations continue to be gathered for a sanctuary lamp for the altar area, as approved by the 

Atonement Worship and Music Committee and the Church Council. The lamp will have an 

electric light and will replace the candle near the window. The existing candle has a red glass 

sleeve that has been broken multiple times over the years. The cost of replacing the sleeve and 

concerns about having an open flame were among reasons considered in reviewing options.  

We welcome contributions.  

If you would like to donate toward the cost of the lamp, please make a check payable to 

Atonement with “Sanctuary Lamp” on the notes line.  

If you would like to donate in memory of or to honor a loved one, or for another reason, please 

write a brief note and submit it with your check. Put the check and note in the collection plate.  

Thank you for your consideration and support. This lamp will be a beautiful addition to the 

sanctuary and a glowing enhancement to our services.   

 

Please contact Denise Richardson, 607-437-1529 or dcrpuffin17@hotmail.com, with questions 

or comments. 

 

 



 

+Evangelical 

The Upstate NY Synod Women’s Group is collecting School Kit items for use domestically and 

overseas. In the OCLP, the Evangelical Women’s Group are again coordinating this collection. 

The list of items can be found below. If you can collect them, please bring them to your church 

and give them to Pr. Paul or Ilse Seitz. Thank you. 

 

School Kits 

4 – 70-80 sheet notebooks, 5” x 10 ½” (no loose leaf) 

1 – 30cm ruler (can have inches on one side) 

1 – pencil sharpener 

1 -  pair of blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work) 

5 – unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers (secure with rubber band) 

5 – black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink and secure with a rubber band) 

1 -  box of 16 or 24 crayons 

1 -  2 ½” eraser 

1 – sturdy drawstring backpack, style cloth bag, approximately 14” x 17”  with shoulder straps 

(no standard backpack) cotton, canvas, denim, or twill 

 

 

+St. Matthew Lutheran Church Food Bank Ongoing Items Needed 

Macaroni and Cheese 

Pasta 

Pasta Sauce 

Cereal 

Soup 

Peanut Butter 

Jelly/ Jam 

Vegetables 

Fruit 

Tuna (or substitute protein) 

Beans (kidney, black, cannelloni, etc.) 

 

+OCLP 

Please check your mailbox anytime you are in the building. Thanks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+ THIS WEEK + 

 

+Today: Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost – Holy Communion (LBW Setting 2) 

+Wednesday Services: 

7:30am St. Matthew 

Noon Evangelical 

7:00pm Atonement 

 

+ Labor Day 9/7 

+ Evangelical Rummage Sale 9/11 (9-3), 9/12 (9-5) 

+ St. John Rummage Sale 9/18-19 

 

 

 

+ Cartoon of the Week + 

 

 
 

 



All baptized Christians are welcome to God's Table of Grace. All the baptized may commune 

in the OCLP with no age restriction. Those who commune in their home parishes are welcome to 

commune; those not yet communing of any age and for any reason may come forward to receive 

a verbal blessing. Indicate this by crossing your arms over your chest. Baptized children may 

begin communing after parents have consulted with Pastor. The Lutheran Church believes, 

teaches and confesses that in, with and through the elements of bread and wine, Our Lord gives 

us His true body and blood for the forgiveness of our sin and the salvation of our lives. Anyone 

who has a legitimate impediment to receiving either element of the meal may receive in one kind 

only (bread or wine) and trust the Lord's grace that they are receiving full communion. Members, 

please fill out a “Voice From the Pew” folder to record your communion at least once a year. 

This is a constitutional requirement to determine our "Active" Voting membership roster.  Thank 

You. 

 

In the OCLP We Practice The "Reserved Sacrament". When laity “preside” at Holy 

Communion, they will use elements (bread and wine) previously consecrated by Pr. Paul at a 

prior worship service. Reserved elements are kept in an ambry for subsequent use in worship and 

distribution to the sick and shut-ins.  

 

Otsego Country Lutheran Parish 

Lutheran Church of the Atonement, Oneonta, NY 

Leslie Bauer: Organist 

Barbara Loitsch: Choir Director 

Evangelical Lutheran Church, Hartwick Seminary, NY 

Donna Brown: Organist 

St. John Lutheran Church, West Burlington, NY 

Tessa Hecker, and Ethel Mills: Accompanists 

St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Laurens, NY 

Janet Brown: Organist 

Parish Office: One Center Street, Oneonta, NY 

Tel: 607-432-6852  E-mail: OCLP_NY@outlook.com 

Interim Office Manager: Kenneth Sliviak 

Pastor: Paul R. Messner, 607-287-4534 

prpaul_theoinst@hotmail.com 

(texting is often the most effective way to reach pastor) 

 
http://facebook.com/oclpny/ 

http://otsegocountylutheranparish.com 

mailto:prpaul_theoinst@hotmail.com
http://facebook.com/oclpny/

